
May Luncheon
Tuesday, May 20, 2014

Orinda Country Club
315 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

 Celebrating ...
• AAUW Funds Branch-Named Gift Honoree 

• Recognition of Charter/Early Members
• Recognition of the 2013-2014 Board
• Installation of the 2014-2015 Board

• OML Distinguished Woman of the Year
Sandy Fox-Sohner

11:15 am ~ Check-in and Socializing • No-host Bar
12:00 - 2:00 pm ~ Luncheon and Program

If you did not receive an invitation in the mail 
or need another one, go the OML Branch 

website to download one. 
 

For more info and/or assistance, please contact Jan Coe
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~ INSIDE THIS ISSUE ~

Empowering and Celebrating All Women

$32 per person
Reservation deadline: Friday, May 16

In accordance with OCC cancellation policy, no refunds 
will be given after this date.   Your check is your reservation

PAMPER YOURSELF!
& ASSIST OUR BRANCH 
IN MEETING ITS GOAL!

The Membership Committee asks your 
help by renewing your membership 
before the end of June when the fiscal 
year ends. A drawing for a wonderful 
basket of treats will announced at the 
end of the May Luncheon on Tues-
day, May 20. Anyone who has renewed 
by that time is eligible (including all 
members who have renewed prior to 
May 20).

Turn to page 3 for more information 
about the benefits of belonging to our 
branch and to a national association 
that enriches and empowers the lives of 
women and girls everywhere.

• Focus on Membership
 page 3
• Highlights from the         
  AWARDS meeting
 page 4
• Highlights from Shred•Fest
 page 6
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Greetings One & All!

A busy April turns into an equally busy May.  The AAUW CA 
Convention in Los Angeles was an exhilarating time.  There 
were about 300 members in attendance, including our National 
President, Patricia Ho (a UC Berkeley Grad), who travelled 
from her home in Massachusetts to be with us.  Gail Chesler, Diane Bell-Rettger 
and I were there gleaning as much pertinent information for our branch as we 
could.  Right on the heels of convention was the Tech Trek/Scholarship Awards 
celebration.  Always a wonderful affair for me.

May brings with it our Gala May Luncheon.  We recognize those among us who 
have done great works; AAUW Funds Branch-Named Honoree, Recognition of 
Charter/Early Members, Recognition of the 2013-14 Board, Installation of the 
2014-15 Board, and (drumroll please) OML Distinguished Woman of the Year, 
Sandy Fox-Sohner!  Reservation deadline is Friday, May 16th.  Don’t miss out!

I hope you have all voted for our AAUW CA state officers and whether or not you 
are in agreement with the $4 increase in state dues.  The One Member, One Vote 
voting period runs from April 12th to May 2nd.

Thank you, all, for being a part of this worthwhile organization.  Together 
we do great things!
      Best Regards,
      Karen Mankowski

Slate of Elected 
Officers for 2014-15

To in Installed at the 
May Luncheon

President: 
Karen Mankowski

President Elect: 
Gail Chesler

Program Co-Directors: 
Diane Bell-Rettger & 
Ksenija Soster-Olmer

Membership Director:  
Carine Archer

AAUW Funds Co-Directors 
Jan Cushman & 

Alison Mackenzie

Secretary: 
Judy Hammon

Finance Director: 
Therese Tamaro

In-Out Board Meeting
Tuesday, June 10th
12 noon - 2:30 pm 

Holy Trinity Serbian Church  

Potluck salad/dessert lunch 
Details to follow in the June Issue

As we near the end of our fiscal year on 
June 30, it is time for anyone who has 
outstanding expenses, for which you 
require reimbursement, to send receipts 
with a voucher to me as treasurer at 39 
California Ave, Orinda.  

A copy of the voucher can be download-
ed from our website at www.aauwoml.
org.  Or, if you have a scanner, receipts 
can be scanned and sent with an email 
to me at jj.hammon@gmail.com. The 
email must include your name, phone 
number, and address as well as which 
account is to be charged. Dates and ex-
planation of expenses are also needed.  

Please feel free to call me at 253-4972 
if you have questions.  Thanks!

Judy Hammon, Finance Director

END-OF-THE-YEAR
FINANCAL REPORT



 
WHAT DOES BELONGING TO AAUW MEAN TO YOU?
Your $89 dues help support many women’s issues. The breakdown of funds is as 
follows:

At the National level, this portion of your membership dues help fund ad-
vocacy for economic justice, women’s rights, scholarship and leadership 
training.  

These state dues help in furthering financial literacy, international advocacy, 
public policy, and many special projects. 

Your participation as a member of AAUW-OML directly supports all this 
important work.  Take a moment to visit the national and state websites. 
Even if your time limitations prevent your active involvement in our branch, 
by belonging to this national organization you are supporting equity for 
women and demonstrating that you value the work done to further women’s 
opportunities.  

AAUW-OML also supports some important local priorities along with 
opportunity to belong to fun interest groups.  AAUW-OML offers friend-
ships with talented and interesting friends.  Take the time to find an OML 
activity and get involved.  Participation large or small is the backbone of 
a healthy branch.  

As a member of AAUW OML this past year, you provided scholarships that will 
allow four young women to pursue their higher educational goals, funded STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, math) camp at Stanford University (Tech Trek) 
for six of the top female science students from our three intermediate schools, 
and provided more than fifteen volunteer librarians and tutors to East Oakland’s 
Burckhalter Elementary School.

YOU SHOULD ALREADY HAVE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOTICE
Membership invoices for the coming year were mailed to each of you last month. 
AAUW membership uses a fiscal calendar from July 1-June 30 each year. We 
will be collecting dues and forms at our May luncheon or you 
can mail them to the address on the member renewal form.  
As an incentive for those who take care of renewals early, 
we have a very special raffle basket to be given at our May 
luncheon.  This spa basket will pamper the lucky OML 
member who has paid and returned her renewal form by 
the May 20 luncheon.  Even if you are not at the luncheon you will have a chance 
to win if your renewal is complete.  Thanks in advance for prompt attention to 
rejoining AAUW-OML for another year.

Give a Grad a Gift – at no cost to you!
What a great idea for a woman or man who is graduating from a college 
or university in 2014.  You can give recent grads a free, one-year AAUW 
(and AAUW California) membership at no cost to you or to them.  Expose 
a new graduate to the power that comes from joining a national women-led 
organization at aauw.org/resource/give-a-grad-a-gift

WEBSITE: oml-ca.aauw.net
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$24

$16

$49

N

N N

Join as a California 
Member-at-Large 

If you’re too far from a branch, you 
may become a California Member-at-
Large.  You’ll  receive the California 
PERSPECTIVE, be able to join e-mail 
lists and blogs and attend the annual 
convention.  You’ll pay the 2013-14 
year California dues of $16 plus the $49 
national dues.

Join as an Online Member
Although we are a California branch of 
AAUW, a number of members are from 
other states. The beauty of an online en-
vironment is the absence of geographical 
barriers in defining membership. We 
welcome anyone who is interested in an 
online discussion of AAUW policy is-
sues, action projects to further AAUW’s 
mission goals, and getting to know a 
diverse group of people from across the 
state and country.

Join as a National Member 
Do you want to support AAUW’s goals, 
but have no time to be an active mem-
ber? You can join the national AAUW 
organization directly, bypassing branch 
and state membership. National dues 
are $49, of which $46 is tax-deduct-
ible. Currently, we have over 5,000 
National Members in California. 

Join as a Student Affiliate
College students of any age can become 
student affiliates, either through a branch 
or as a student affiliate-at-large. National 
student affiliate fees are $17, plus branch 
and state dues if you decide to join at 
all three levels.  Students at colleges 
and universities, which are AAUW 
partners may join as e-student affiliates 
absolutely free and continue their free 
membership until they graduate.

Go to the AAUW-CA Website for 
more details.

OTHER MEMBERSHIP 
OPTIONS

you might be interested
in learning about ...
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Tech Trek and Scholarship Winners an Inspiration 

The six Tech Trek camp scholarship winners and four college scholarship winners 
wowed the audience with their passion and drive at the April 27th celebration and 
awards meeting.  These outstanding young women gave exciting presentations 
regarding their work, their talents, and their dreams for the future.

Tech Trek: Six Lamorinda middle school girls (above, with Dr. Wu)  will attend the 
Grace Hopper Tech Trek camp on the Stanford University campus in July.  Science, 
math, and technology teachers at our three local intermediate schools nominated 
40 girls for Tech Trek camp.  The six winners, full of energy and enthusiasm, read 
their essays explaining their love of science and math.

Scholarship and Community Service Rewarded 
The scholarship committee is proud to announce the winners of the 2014 AAUW 
scholarship awards. We had many applicants and were thrilled that so many excel-
lent young women applied. All of them had stellar academic records and amazing 
community service accomplishments.

HIGHLIGHTS from the AWARDS MEETING ~ APRIL 27

Photos provided by K. De Groot & 
Sandy Fox-Sohner

Keynote Presentation: A Career 
in Science: Determination and 
Drive Make the Difference!  
Dr. Marinda Wu provided an inspiration-
al presentation regarding the challenges 
she faced as she pursued her Ph.D. in 
inorganic chemistry at a time when few 
women were entering such fields.  She 
not only overcame the obstacles, but 
also went on to a successful career as 
an industrial chemist, a leadership role 
in the scientific community as president 
of the American Chemical Society, and 
as an ambassador for science and tech-
nology education by founding Science 
is Fun! and local Science Cafes.  She 
summarized her talk with a quote from 
Confucius: “Wherever you go, go with 
all your heart.”

Read more about the accom-
plishments of each of these 
award-winning young women 
on the OML website.
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BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Board met at its regular monthly meeting on April 8, 2014. The Board con-
sidered the following reports:
 
FINANCE: Treasurer Judy Hammon reported on AAUW-OML’s finances, and 
she circulated balance sheets and income and expense statements for March. Judy 
also reported on the initial meeting of the Board’s Task Force which is charged with 
evaluating use of online services for various payments/donations to the Branch. A 
further report will be presented to the Board at its June meeting.
TECH TREK:  Jan Cushman reported on the success of the recent fundraiser Shred 
Fest, which netted $2,131.00 for the benefit of the Tech-Trek program. Jan also 
reported that six  7th grade girls have been selected to attend the 2014 Stanford 
Tech-Trek camp. They will be presented  at the Branch’s Tech Trek/Scholarship 
meeting on April 27, 2014. 
SISTER-to-SISTER: The committee reported a very successful Summit, attended 
by a record number of girls and parents.
SCHOLARSHIP: Mary Ann McLeod reported that the Scholarship committee 
has selected two Miramonte students, one Campolindo student and one St. Mary’s 
student for this year’s academic scholarship awards. Those students will be pre-
sented at the April 27, 2014, Tech-Trek/Scholarship meeting.
MEMBERSHIP: Board members were reminded that annual dues are due by June 
30. To encourage timely payment, the Board will offer a raffle of a gift basket at 
the May luncheon meeting. All members paying by the May luncheon date will 
be eligible for participation in the raffle.
POLICIES & PROCEDURES/VOTE: The Board voted to accept the Branch 
Policies and Procedures for 2014-2016 as presented by the parliamentarians, and as 
amended to include appropriate filing dates  for biennial reports by the Branch  to 
the California Secretary of State.
TRIAD: After discussion, the Board decided to send eleven issues of the Triad to 
members, which includes the May 2014 issue as well as a June/July 2014 issue.
MAY LUNCHEON: Jan Coe sent a reminder that because there is a cancellation 
policy at the Orinda Country Club, no refunds on reservations for the annual lun-
cheon on May 20, 2014, can be honored after Friday, May 16, 2014.  
 
The Board is scheduled to meet again on May 13, 2014.
      Therese Tamaro,
      Recording Secretary

Program Committee 
2014-2015

AAUW/OML offers its members a 
variety of interesting programs to 
attend.  This year we enjoyed learning 
about Immigration, the Affordable Care 
Act, Women in Television Journalism, 
Women in Middle Eastern Cultures, 
and a Fashion Show supporting local 
women-owned businesses and AAUW 
Funds. Our branch also sponsored 
the Inter Branch Council Program in 
January concerning Sexual Assault.  Of 
course, the April Tech Trek/ Scholarship 
Awards and May Luncheon are annual 
highlights.  

The Program Committee is looking 
for a few enthusiastic members with 
fresh, meaningful and interesting ideas. 
Join Diane Bell-Rettger and Ksenija 
Soster Olmer in planning an exciting 
program for sold out audiences. The 
new program committee will meet for 
a brainstorming session on Wednesday, 
July 16, 2014, at the home of Diane 
Bell-Rettger, 27 Harrington Road 
in Moraga. The meeting will start at 
1:30pm and dessert will be served.  

Ksenija and Diane are looking forward 
to seeing you there! Please let Diane 
know that you are coming at:

dianebell@rettger.com

Photos provided by K. De Groot

SISTER-to-SISTER ADULT TEAM WRAP-UP PARTY
Held on Saturday, April 26, at Valarie Burgess’s home.
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Despite constant rain and cool tem-
peratures, the Tech Trek Committee’s 
March Shred•Fest was a tremendous 
success. Kudos to all the Tech Trek 
volunteers, including three hard-
working men, who worked four 
hours in the rain for this fabulous 
fundraiser! 

A big thank you to Brad & Gloria 
Noggle, Managers at 5A Rent-A-
Space, for hosting the event and 
working through the rain with us. Additional thanks to OML advertiser Grant 
Stubblefield, owner of Neighborhood Computers, Jason Evans, Coldwell Banker 
realtor who helped sign and set up the Shred•Fest site and to George, a volunteer 
from the Lions Club. 

Thanks to Chris Laszcz-Davis for the advance press and to our members who 
came out in the rain to SHRED. 

Plan on this secure shredding opportunity every spring tax season--maybe in sunnier 
April 2015. You helped the Tech Trek Committee raise enough funds to send two 
teacher-nominated 8th grade girls to Tech Trek Science & Math Camp at Stanford 
University in July.

Special thanks to all our hard working AAUW volunteers:
 

Marie Bonilla
Stacia Cragholm

Jan Cushman
James Cushman 

Elaine Davis (Tech Trek Mom)
Laura Halvorsen (Tech Trek Mom)
Ron Concepcion (Tech Trek Dad)

Karen Mankowski
Sandy Fox-Sohner

Steve Sohner
Lana Reichick (Shred•Fest Coordinator)

TECH TREK SHRED•FEST SUCCESS! Take a look at the rainy day 
photos by Jan Cushman: 

Three of our men carried the load, working 
four hours in constant rain!  Steve Sohner, 

James Cushman, Ron Concepcion

Secure pulverized shredding was com-
pleted at the Shred•Defense truck. Clients 
could hear and see the shredding.

Jan Cushman’s son James took charge, 
keeping those cars moving.

We maxed out the truck!  We had to 
stop shredding at 12:50--ten minutes 
before our 9:00-1:00 shredding window 
closed. (First time ever to max out at a 5A 
Shred•Fest!) Bob, Shred•Defense driver, 
said we were a great crew. 

Success in the RAIN!  

Not only did we bring in a substantial 
sum for our Tech Trek girls, we had a lot 
of fun working in the rain and getting 
soaking, soggy wet.

Our sincere THANK YOU to all!

Sandy Fox-Sohner - Tech Trek Chair
Lana Reichick - Shred•Fest Coordinator 
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ALAMEDA
Herbs & Spices Catering

LAFAYETTE
AMARIN Thai Cuisine               
Asian Accents ~ Original Jewelry 
 Design by K. deGroot*
The Bloom Space  
Creative Alterations, 
 Josef Jamkochain 
Della Faulkner, Chiropractor    
DIABLO FOODS                          
Glamorous Boutique              
Open Sesame Specialty Foods             
Persons Plastic & Reconstructive 
    Surgery, Barbara Persons, MD            
Ware Designs – Fine Jewelry             

MORAGA
AMOROMA Ristoranté 
Café Hacienda/home/made café & bakery             
GOODWILL Industries, East Bay            
King Florist & Gifts               
National Assoc. for Advancement of                      
 Female People, 
 Diane Bell-Rettger*   
Neighborhood Computers             
New Delhi Indian Bistro              
Royal Siam Thai Cuisine             
SHOP MORAGA FIRST              
Terzetto Cuisine Café                           
Total Clean               
ViaVienté – Lana Reichick*              

ORINDA
Joan Evans* & Angie Evans Traxinger,
 Village Associates Real Estate         
Gary’s Handyman Service   
Soraya Golesorkhi*, Realtor
 Caldwell Banker   
McDonnell Nursery      
Morrison’s Jewelers    
Redwood Cottage 
 Sea Ranch Vacation Rental, 
 Elaine Gallaher*
Piccolo Napoli   
 
WALNUT CREEK
Maxine Christison Interior Designs,                    
 Maxine Christison*              
 

2013-14 AAUW OML
SPONSORS/ ADVERTISERS

*AAUW members

FOCUS ON: SPECIAL 
INTEREST GROUPS

MUSEUM MAVENS
GUIDE DOGS for the BLIND
Campus Tour in San Rafael

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21

Join the Museum Mavens Group for a 
campus tour of Guide Dogs for the Blind 
in San Rafael on Wednesday, May 21st. 

Meet at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian 
Church (LOPC) parking lot at 10:30 
am to carpool to San Rafael. Before 
visiting the center we will eat lunch at 
La Toscana  (3751 Redwood Highway). 
Reservations are for 11:45 am.
 
The tour begins at 1:30, led by Lafayette 
resident Fred George who is a volunteer 
docent. Don’t miss a first hand look at 
the programs that have trained over 
10,000 teams to assist the blind.  The 13-
acre campus (along with a second cam-
pus in Boring, Oregon) houses facilities 
that provide exceptional partnerships 
between people, dogs and communities.

RSVP to Bonnie Gallogly 
bonniegal5@me.com

We must have a head count for lunch 
and tour by Friday, May 16th.

 AAUW Garden Tour
Hosted by the 

Danville-Alamo Branch

May 9 and May 10 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm

  
Tickets can be purchased online at http://
daw-ca.aauw.net/garden/.   Tickets are 
$35 for adults and $30 for seniors before 
May 3.  All proceeds from the tour ben-
efit scholarships, research and grants for 
aspiring women scholars.

NEWS from OTHER
AAUW BRANCHES

NEWS from our 
ADVERTISERS

The Redwood Cottage
A Sea Ranch Vacation Rental 

for Two
 
The Redwood Cottage is the perfect place 
for a peaceful get-away, surrounded by 
old Redwoods, with a view of the ocean.
 
This architectural award winning cabin 
has a bedroom/loft with a queen bed, full 
kitchen, bath, and a private outdoor spa.  
Two large skylights over the loft offer 
a fantastic view of the stars above, then 
sun in the tree tops in the morning.  You 
have full access to all the amenities of 
The Sea Ranch, including 3 pools, tennis 
court, and fifty miles of well-marked 
trails.  The Sea Ranch Golf Links, an 
18 hole Robert Muir Graves designed 
Scottish style course, is about 4 miles 
away north of the cottage.

For details including photos, please 
click on http://www.vrbo.com/298111.   
More pictures are available at: http://
redwoodcottage.shutterfly.com.   Elaine 
Gallaher, AAUW member, can answer 
any questions.  Phone 254-3618 or email 
Redwood.Cottage@Yahoo.com. $20 per 
night discount for AAUW members.
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Database Coord.
3537 Springhill Rd
Lafayette, CA 94549
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24 THU – APRIL TRIAD DEADLINE
Send items to Marty Schimbor, gschimbor@comcast.net

26 MON – BIKE GROUP
Contact Ellen Beans, ellen.beans@gmail.com

27 TUES – #5 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Patricia Bentley, 284-2936

28 WED – WISE WOMEN
1 pm – Contact Carrol Foxall

JUNE-JULY 2014
(look for more listings in the NEXT issue)

10 TUES – IN-OUT BOARD MEETING
Noon – Holy Trinity Serbian Church

29 SUN – AAUW IBC LEADERSHIP TRAINING for 
Contra Costa and Alameda Counties
11:30-5:30 at Chabot College, 
25555 Hesperian Blvd., Hayward

1 THURS – CRITICS CHOICE/BESTSELLERS 
BOOK GROUP
Please rotate your book

1  THURS – #2 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Virginia Semrau 283-8056

5, 8, 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 29 MON & THURS – TENNIS
8:15-10 am – Contact Tory Courtney 376-1295

6  TUES – #1 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey 825-7991 

10 SAT – INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
Contact Ksenija Soster-Olmer for info

12, 26 MON – GOLF
Contact Jan Gee for t-time and venue, 938-1316

13 TUES – #3 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Joyce Dickey, 825-7991

13 TUES – BOARD MEETING
1 pm – 80 Silverwood Drive, Lafayette

15 THURS – #4 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Jessie Doleman  826-5116

16 FRI – ANYONE WHO HAS READ THE BOOK
Luncheon & book selection for next year 
at Susan Wilson’s home, 25 Waterloo Pl., Moraga.
10:30 am – RSVP to Susan, 376-0606

16 FRI – LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES
Groups 1, 2 & 3

20 TUES – MAY LUNCHEON
11:15 am (Social time) 12:00 - 2:00 pm (Program)
Orinda Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

21 WED – MUSEUM MAVENS
Trip to Guides Dogs for the Blind, San Rafael
Contact Bonnie Gallogly for more info. 
Read more about this trip on page 7

21 WED – MEMOIRS & MUSINGS
RSVP Carol Messinger for details, 283-8741

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL 
SPECIAL INTEREST COORDINATORS:
If your group decides to meet on a different day or 
time than normal, please contact our Calendar Coor-
dinator, JEANNE MELAUGH, so she can update the 
website calendar.


