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All meetings of the OML 
Branch are held at the

HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN 
CHURCH CULTURAL CENTER

   1700 School St., Moraga

 ANNUAL RESTAURANT 
WALK FUNDRAISER

for TECH TREK

Buy your ticket books from AAUW 
OML and join your friends for a de-
lightful evening tasting food from 
over 20 Downtown Walnut Creek 
Restaurants on October 7th!
 
Make your check for $30 out to: 
AAUW OML Community Outreach 
Fund, Inc. (Add $2 for postage if 
requesting ticket book be mailed.)

Ticket Books will also be available 
for purchase at SHOWCASE

“A Taste of Walnut Creek 2014”
17th Annual Restaurant Walk

The Original Walking Tour of Downtown Walnut Creek Restaurants

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2014   

6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Proceeds Benefit OML’s TECH TREK Summer Camp Scholarships
$30.00

Send checks to GAIL CHESLER before Sept. 30:
2914 Fyne Dr., Walnut Creek, CA  94598

For more info: 925 631-0668  •  fox-sohner@comcast.net

The September General Meeting

SHOWCASE
Tuesday, September 16

9 am ~ Socializing & Breakfast Buffet*
10 am ~ Meeting & Slide Show

          All the above and more!
 
• Get reacquainted with your OML friends. 
• Enjoy breakfast quiches provided by home/made café and 
bakery* ~ our gift to you! 
• Bring a potential new member (or two) and be part of a special 
drawing.

October 2014 Program
Tuesday, October 21

Curious about which Propositions the 
state of California will have on the 
November ballot?  Come to AAUW’s 
October meeting and find out the 
details!  

The League of Women Voters will 
help with materials explaining the 
Pros and Cons of each ballot measure.  

Bring a friend 
and be informed!

Advocacy for 

   Women & Girls
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Vice-Presidents, Program 
 Diane Bell-Rettger, Kjenija Soster-Olmer

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  2014-2015

Vice-Presidents, AAUW Funds
 Jan Cushman, Alison McKenzie
Vice-President, Finance
     Therese Tamaro
Recording Secretary
 Judy Hammon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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          ELECTED OFFICERS 
President Karen Mankowski
President Elect Gail Chesler 
Program VPs Diane Bell-Rettger 
 Ksenija Soster-Olmer
Membership VP Carine Archer, with

 Bonnie Gallogly 
 Trudy Barron,
 Vanessa Crews
 Heidi Donner
 Shelly Drasin, 
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. Marie Bonilla,
       Database Coord.
EF & LAF Funds VPs 
 Jan Cushman
 Allison Mackenzie
 Ruth Balsdon, 
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 Mary Jane Duthie, 
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 Amy Chen 
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 Jan Coe 
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Public Policy OPEN
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Welcome back to another year of advancing equity for 
women and girls through advocacy, education, philan-
thropy and research.

Pat Lopker’s Advertising Committee is in full swing 
right now raising much needed funds for our AAUW 
OML group to continue its good works.  If you have a business that you 
faithfully patronize, perhaps you’d feel comfortable asking them to support 
our work at AAUW.  If so, give Pat a call. She’d love to hear from you!

In August the Budget Committee headed up by Therese Tamaro, hammered 
out a budget for the 2014-15 year.  The preliminary budget was approved by 
the Board and printed in this issue of the Triad.  Come to the September Show-
case meeting on September 16th prepared to vote on adoption of the budget.

Speaking of the September Showcase, we will be providing breakfast quiche 
(from home/made kitchen café and bakery in Moraga) and fresh fruit, coffee, 
tea and water provided by the Hospitality Committee.  The Board decided 
that a yummy scrumptious breakfast at no charge would be a nice way to say 
“Welcome Back!”  Gail Chesler has been busy contacting Priority Chairs 
and Interest Group Chairs to have the most-up-to-date information for you at 
Showcase.  Think about trying a new group OR perhaps starting a new group.

At the October General Meeting we will be working with the League of 
Women Voters trying to digest the propositions and issues of the day.  This 
is always a very informative and well-attended meeting. Jan Cushman and 
Alison Mackenzie are planning an AAUW Funds presentation in November 
featuring Maureen Richardson, who will discuss charitable giving – being 
smart, not gullible!  We shall round out 2014 with two Holiday coffees/
socials in the month of December, dates and times TBA.

Please enjoy the rest of your summer and we’ll see you soon.
      Karen Mankowski

Who’s that young girl at the top of this page?  Be sure to come to Showcase 
to see more “the way we once were” photos and guess who they are!
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FOCUS ON ...  MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP MEMOS

The AAUW OML branch has increased its membership with a number of talented 
women with a wide variety of personal interests and professional experience.  These 
women share the belief in AAUW’s mission of promoting equity for women.

New members include SHEILA APTE, who received her BE degree from the Uni-
versity of Bombay, India and worked for 35 years as a licensed civil and structural 
engineer, specializing in bridge building.  Sheila worked mainly in bridge offshore 
platform design in California.  She is interested in working with girls to encourage 
them to enter into math and science related areas.

LAURA MONIN returns to OML after raising children and becoming a grandmother. 
Laura continues to work in public health as a lactation consultant, adviseing pregnant 
women, parents with children under five, and needy families about nutrition.  Ad-
ditionally, Laura volunteers for CC County’s Winter Nights Shelter, which provides 
food, transportation and shelter to needy families during the cold winter months.  
She is interested in parenting education, social justice, biking and the symphony.

DENISE BURIAN joins OML as she has friends who are members. Denise’s 
background is in insurance and corporate leadership.  She has served as a director 
of real estate for an insurance company.  Denise looks forward to the intellectual 
stimulation of AAUW and meeting interesting people.  Her interests also include 
golf and Great Decisions.  

OML will hold new member coffees later this fall to introduce these and other new 
members to the branch.  Future editions of the Triad will highlight the backgrounds 
of other new members.  We welcome them to OML!

        Carine Archer, Membership VP

JERRY LEE KING

August 14, 1926 – 
July 12, 2014

A celebration of Jerry Lee King’s 
life was held on Saturday, August 
22 in Rossmoor where she had lived 
for many years. OML members will 
remember Jerry – a longtime member 
and strong supporter of AAUW-OML. 
They might also remember the Cooper 
(Mary Lou)-Tatum (Charm)-King 
triumvirate – a gaggle of entertaining 
women whose presence was always 
enjoyed at general meetings and other 
OML events in years past.

After graduating from Sacramento 
State, Jerry obtained a teaching con-
tract from the US Department of 
Defense and taught in Japan for five 
years. Following this, she continued 
teaching in Hawaii, during which time 
she wrote letters to her parents telling 
them how much she loved teaching 
and how independent she was!  Jerry 
married Tom King and returned to the 
Bay Area where she raised two daugh-
ters and was active in the community.

One of Jerry’s passions was reading; 
she was an active member of book 
groups and also gave many hours tu-
toring at Burckhalter and volunteering 
in the library. Before email and our 
website became a part of the branch, 
Jerry volunteered as mailing chair, 
preparing and sending out the monthly 
Triads.  We will miss her.

OML members are also mourning 
the death of Todd Ogorzelec, son of 
longtime member Ceil Ogorzelec, 
who succumbed to cancer on July 
30. After graduating from St Mary’s, 
Todd joined the staff of the Athletic 
Department. He will be missed by 
his loving family and all who knew 
him.

Audit Committee and Budget Committee Goings-on

We’ve been talking about money. You’ll see the proposed budget for 2014-15 in 
this Triad to be voted on at the September meeting. The budget for the Programs 
has been increased slightly to cover honoraria for speakers, and Board meetings 
are now held at Holy Trinity adding some to the budget. All other components 
remain nearly the same as last year.  With these two increases, the budget shows 
a potential deficit of $1885.  If it actually occurs, we have money in Reserves that 
will be used to bring us back into balance.

Some recommendations have been approved by your Board. (1) any electronic 
payments in the 501(c)(3) part of our organization are to be processed only through 
PayPal, (2) in advance of any fund-raising, description of the fund-raising will 
be submitted to the Board for action, (3) end of year reporting by the Outreach 
components of our branch will include a one-page recap of funds raised and funds 
spent so that the programs can be better understood by those not directly involved. 

If you have questions about things financial at our branch, please feel free to chat 
with any of the Board members or our Financial VP, Therese Tamaro.
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Tech Trek Campers Thank AAUW OML
 

Our six Tech Trekkers have returned from the Stanford Grace Hop-
per Tech Trek camp held in July this year.  AAUW members Jan 
Cushman and Gail Chesler served as Dorm Moms. Camp stories 
and adventures will be shared at the Tech Trek reception to be held 
on September 11. In the meantime, the campers this year wrote 
glowing thank you notes to our AAUW branch.  Highlights from 
their letters follow:
 

• I probably had the best week in my life!  My favorite activity 
was robotics.  I really enjoyed it because we had the freedom to 
do programming any way we wanted to.  Tech Trek will affect me 
in the future in many ways… When I am older I will definitely 
want a job that has to do with science… love Tech Trek!  Claire
 
• In the future, I plan on joining the STEM related clubs at my school.  If 
it weren’t for Tech Trek, I would have been hesitant of joining, since there 
aren’t many girls.  I just want to thank you again for all you have done.  I 
really appreciate it.  Jane
 
• This experience was life changing and meant a lot for me.  I love how it 
focuses on young women who are passionate about science... after hearing 
about other women in STEM I hope to pursue a career in these fields.  Dara
 
• Going to Tech Trek meant the world to me because it was exactly what I 
needed at the moment, a boost in learning about STEM professions, subjects, 
and teachers.  I had so much fun at this camp, and was exposed to many 
new ideas: robotics, professional women’s night, stargazing, the veterinar-
ian presentation, Stanford’s blood lab for forensics… Sofia
 
• Tech Trek is just so eye-opening and inspiring... the robotics class was 
taught very well and I see myself trying and experimenting with robotics 
in the future.  Thank you so much... It has changed my life in wonderful 
ways.  Ally
 
• I have learned so much in just a few day... Listening to different women 
talk about their careers was a totally empowering experience, because it 
made me believe that I could make my dreams come true, too... Tech Trek 
has inspired me to want to go to Stanford after I graduate from high school.  
It is a tough college to get into, but Tech Trek has taught me the lesson that 
if you work hard enough for something, you will get it.  I also hope to return 
as a junior or senior counselor... I truly appreciate the chance you have 
granted me and everyone at Tech Trek.  Sharon

 
Thank you AAUW OML members for your support of Tech Trek!  It costs almost 
$1,000 to send one girl to camp.  Please consider buying tickets to the Walnut 
Creek Restaurant Walk, held in Walnut Creek on October 7, which is a Tech 
Trek fundraiser. Read more information on “A Taste of Walnut Creek” and how 
you can participate on the front page.

WHAT IS TECH TREK?

Tech Trek is a science and math camp 
designed to develop interest, excite-
ment and self-confidence in young 
women who will enter eighth grade in 
the fall. It features hands-on activities 
in math, science, and related fields. 
All sleeping, eating, instructional, 
and recreational facilities are located 
on a university campus where the 
camps are held. A week’s stay on an 
exciting college campus helps girls 
picture themselves on such a campus 
and visualize college in their future. 
This is especially important for girls 
whose family members have not gone 
to college or university.

AAUW Tech Trek, now in its 17th 
year, is designed to help girls con-
tinue their interests in science, math, 
engineering & technology (STEM) 
exploration and learning, through the 
tricky years when new distractions 
enter their lives. Studies have shown 
that girls’ interests can be sustained if 
they are exposed to the careers avail-
able to women in science today. Tech 
Trek provides some of that exposure.

For more info, see a recent AAUW 
study “Why So Few” by logging on to

www.aauw.org/learn/research/
whysofew.cfm/
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ALAMEDA
Herbs & Spices Catering

LAFAYETTE
AMARIN Thai Cuisine               
Asian Accents ~ Original Jewelry 
 Design by K. deGroot*
The Bloom Space  
Creative Alterations, 
 Josef Jamkochain 
Della Faulkner, Chiropractor    
DIABLO FOODS                          
Glamorous Boutique              
Open Sesame Specialty Foods             
Persons Plastic & Reconstructive 
    Surgery, Barbara Persons, MD            
Ware Designs – Fine Jewelry             

MORAGA
AMOROMA Ristoranté 
Café Hacienda/home/made café & bakery             
GOODWILL Industries, East Bay            
King Florist & Gifts               
National Assoc. for Advancement of                      
 Female People, 
 Diane Bell-Rettger*   
Neighborhood Computers             
New Delhi Indian Bistro              
Royal Siam Thai Cuisine             
SHOP MORAGA FIRST              
Terzetto Cuisine Café                           
Total Clean               
ViaVienté – Lana Reichick*              

ORINDA
Joan Evans* & Angie Evans Traxinger,
 Village Associates Real Estate         
Gary’s Handyman Service   
Soraya Golesorkhi*, Realtor
 Caldwell Banker   
McDonnell Nursery      
Morrison’s Jewelers    
Redwood Cottage 
 Sea Ranch Vacation Rental, 
 Elaine Gallaher*
Piccolo Napoli   
 
WALNUT CREEK
Maxine Christison Interior Designs,                    
 Maxine Christison*              
 

2013-14 AAUW OML
SPONSORS/ ADVERTISERS

*AAUW members

July 4th in Orinda
at the OML Booth

Bonnie Gallogly, Mary Leigh Miller, 
Ruth Balsdon, Judy Hammon, 
Alison McKenzie, Sally Swanson 
and Jan Cushman represented our 
branch  at the Orinda Fourth of July 
Celebration.  

We shared information about AAUW 
and our branch activities, and invited 
people to attend our September Show-
case meeting. We hope to see some 
interested people in September.  

Thanks to those who shared their time 
for this event.
 

WHEN, WHAT and HOW
Help Make OML Dollars NOW

 
Are you back in town?  

Sell an Ad   
Would you help OML by selling a Branch 
Directory advertisement?  If you have 
not got time to take on larger OML roles, 
you could share a new ad suggestion, 
or join the advertising committee for 
2014 by bringing in that ad with our pre-
assembled, “organized sales packet”, 
now through mid September.   
 
Are you a working OML Member?

  Buy an Ad  
Now is the time to get a business card 
ad in the branch Directory. Would you 
like to be listed in the TRIAD and on the 
website?  We share your work with the 
OML Membership and the online pub-
lic. Larger ads are available for slightly 
more. We can use your ad graphic for 
all ads. 
 

That’s IT! 
And now for the very easy 

“HOW”! 
Contact Ad Coordinator Pat Lopker 
by email califpal@aol.com, or phone  
925-376-5155

Think about advertising when you go 
shopping. Which businesses do you 
frequent that would benefit on this two-
way street of reciprocal exposure and 
financial gain?   All Directory ads are an-
nual, but ongoing on the branch website 
and in the TRIAD. Money raised helps 
support OML programs.  
 

BONUS  *** JOIN US FOR A 
POTLUCK COUPLES BBQ 

IN OCTOBER
Entry “Ticket” equals the sale or 

purchase of an ad.
                                 

We need your help NOW! 
The OML Directory goes to press 

in early October

*** Seek and you shall find this fun!
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REVISED STANDING RULES
Standing rules directly affect members of 
the branch.  A committee of board members 
appointed by the president and chaired by 
the parliamentarian/bylaws/policy director 
will review them annually.  Standing 
rules can be amended, including adding 
new rules, by a majority vote at a branch 
meeting if previous notice has been given 
or by a two-thirds vote if no notice has been 
given.  Standing rules will be published in 
the branch Directory and included on the 
branch website. 

Programs/Events/Interest Group 
Meetings
All general meetings are open to interested 
members of the public.

General meetings shall be accessible to the 
handicapped. 

No meetings will be held on days of the 
following major religious observances:  
Maundy Thursday through Easter, Rosh 
Hashanah (two days), Yom Kippur, the 
first day of Passover, Christmas, and major 
holidays of other significant religious or 
ethnic groups.  (All Jewish holidays begin 
at sundown the day before.)  This is in 
accordance with AAUW Diversity Policy.

No branch member may be denied admission 
to any general meeting that requires a fee 
to attend. Fees are stated in advance and 
included in meeting publicity.

When a branch activity requires prior 
reservations and payment, payment will 
not be refunded to any person who fails to 
cancel a reservation in time for the branch 
to recover its cost. 

Members shall not sell tickets to nor 
advertise non-AAUW events during branch 
programs or events.

Petitions not officially supported by AAUW 
may be presented by a member at a general 
meeting provided:

• The petition is within the scope of the 
AAUW program and is not in opposition 
to AAUW policy.
• The member wishing to present the 
petition gives three days notice to the 
president who will confer with the public 
policy chair and other appropriate officers. 

If approval is given, the president will 
announce at that meeting that the petition 
is available and that AAUW has no official 
position. The petition may be taken to 
other branch meetings.
• Non-AAUW material may be made 
available to branch members with the 
board consent.

Membership
Prospective members may attend OML 
members-only events or interest group 
meetings for one membership year before 
joining AAUW OML. An exception is made 
for spouses in couples groups.   

Membership renewals are due by June 30.  
Members must pay dues by September 
30th to be included in the Directory. Non-
payment of dues will result in loss of 
membership.  

Board Meetings
All board meetings are open to branch 
members. If a branch member attending a 
board meeting wishes to bring up a specific 
issue, s/he notifies the president in order 
to be put on the agenda.  Approved board 
minutes are available to non-board members 
upon request to the president.

Interest Groups
Interest groups are open to all branch 
members. If a group becomes too large, the 
president will work with the president-elect 
to form an additional group or groups.

Any member may form a new interest group 
with the approval of the board, providing 
its meetings will not conflict with other 
scheduled branch and/or interest group 
meetings. 

Interest groups may charge a small fee for 
materials to be used within the group. These 
fees shall remain within the group and will 
not become a part of the branch general 
fund. Should the group disband, group 
members may choose which AAUW entity 
will receive any remaining funds.

Fund Raising
The branch will not raise funds for, nor donate 
funds to, any organization outside of AAUW 
except for purposes specifically approved by 
the board and which are in accordance with 

AAUW policy. 

Election Activities of Individual 
Branch Members
An individual member may endorse, as a 
private citizen, candidates for appointive 
and elective partisan or non-partisan office, 
but such endorsement shall not use the name 
of AAUW. 

As a candidate for any office, an individual 
member may declare membership in AAUW 
as long as she/he is not opposing any AAUW 
program or policy. Declaring one’s AAUW 
membership while opposing an AAUW 
position violates the AAUW Use of Name 
Bylaw.

Classified Business Listings in the 
Directory
Classified business listings that appear in the 
back of the Directory are free to any member 
who purchases ad space in the Directory, 
Triad, and OML website.  

Electronic Privacy
Without the permission of members, 
electronic communications will not 
contain postal addresses. However, it is the 
responsibility of individual members who 
submit articles to the Triad to include only 
that personal information about themselves 
that they are willing to have distributed 
electronically.

AAUW Communications
The Directory, Triad, and all AAUW OML 
electronic communications shall be used 
exclusively for communication on AAUW 
matters among the branch members.  They 
shall not be used for solicitation of any 
kind.  Advertiser articles will follow OML 
advertising guidelines.

These revised Standing Rules will 
be presented and voted upon at 
the September General meeting.
Copies will be available at the 
meeting.
 Jan Coe
 Marie Bonilla
 Parliamentarians, 2014-15



       FY 2013-14 FY 2013-14 FY 2014-15 
       Budget      End of year PROPOSED 
         actuals  BUDGET
INCOME         
 MEMBERSHIP DUES    $3,500   $3,624   $3,500    
 ADVERTISING      $4,500   $5,040   $4,000    
 INTEREST      $400   $383   $400    
 MISCELLANEOUS INCOME     $0        
  TOTAL INCOME    $8,400   $9,047   $7,900    

EXPENSES         
 ADMINISTRATION        
  General     $600   $633   $600    
  Memorial Gifts    $200   $50   $200    
  Historian    $50   $0   $25    
  Insurance     $600   $561   $600    
   SubTotal    $1,450   $1,244   $1,425   
 MEETINGS        
  Hospitality Supplies    $350   $300   $350    
  Past President Event   $100   $102   $100    
  Program     $1,000   $920   $1,600    
  Room Rental    $1,050   $1,000   $1,550    
  April Awards Event    $250   $220   $250    
  May/Charter Luncheons   $100   $91   $100    
   SubTotal    $2,850   $2,633   $3,950    
 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT        
  Coalition Prts/St. Mary’s   $0   $0   $0    
  Public Policy    $50   $0   $50    
  State Funds Assess’t   $60   $60   $60    
  EF Expense    $50   $37      
  LAF Expense    $50   $37      
  AAUW FUNDS Expense      $100     
   SubTotal    $210   $133   $210     
 LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION        
  National Convention   $0   $0   $2,000      
   (Odd years only)
  State Convention   $2,000   $1,564   $0      
   (Even years only)
  Regional/District   $50   $0   $100      
   Mtngs/Training
  Past President’s Pin    $80   $86   $50    
  Dist. Woman Award    $300   $208   $300    
   SubTotal    $2,430   $1,858   $2,450     
 MEMBERSHIP        
  Membership     $400   $412   $400    
  Overview/Directory    $600   $673   $700    
  Triad      $150   $114   $150    
  Advertisers     $150   $0   $100    
  Website/AAUW e-news   $400   $168   $400    
   SubTotal    $1,700   $1,366   $1,750     
   TOTAL EXPENSE  $8,640   $7,234   $9,785      
   SURPLUS/DEFICIT    $1,813   ($1,885)    
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PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015

The 2014-2015 
Budget will be pre-
sented and voted 
upon at the Sep-
tember General 
meeting. Copies 
will be available at 
the meeting.

Therese Tamaro
Budget Chair, 
2014-5

Note: Projected budget deficit ($1885) will be transferred, if necessary, 
from Branch reserves to balance budget per Board recommendation.
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ANYONE WHO HAS READ 
THE BOOK – 2014-2015

What this group is about: Each 
month, on the third Friday, this 
book group meets to discuss one of 
a wide variety of books, both fiction 
and non-fiction. We welcome all 
branch members who have read that 
month’s selection. Meetings are held 
at the Orinda Book Store, starting 
at 10 am.

SEPTEMBER 19 The Time In Be-
tween, by Maria Duenas

OCTOBER 17  The Big Burn: Teddy 
Roosevelt & The Fire That Saved 
America, by Timothy Egan

NOVEMBER 21  City Of Thieves, by 
David Benioff

DECEMBER 23   Quiet, The Power 
Of Introverts In A World That Can’t 
Stop Talking, by Susan Cain

JANUARY 16  The Heir Apparent, 
by Jane Ridley

FEBRUARY 20  The Art Forger, by 
Barbara Shapiro

MARCH 20  The Gift of Rain, by 
Twan Eng Tan

APRIL 17  Behind the Beautiful 
Forever: Live, Death and Hope in 
Mumbai Undercity,  by Katherine Boo

MAY 15   Luncheon and Book Selec-
tion, 10:30 am, Location TBA

 Co-chairs: 
 Susan Wilson - 376-0606 
 Mary Hake - 254-1435 

BEST SELLERS/CRITICS 
CHOICE BOOK GROUP

What this group is about: Books are 
chosen from best-seller lists and 
favorable reviews. Members pay a 
fee and rotate ten books monthly, 
keeping the last book. There are no 
monthly meetings set to discuss the 
books 
  
What you can do: Sign up by sending 
a check for $20 to Mary Stephens 
Smith, 1096 Sanders Drive, 
Moraga, by August 28th*. 

Come to the book selection meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 3 at 
10 am, to help select books for the 
coming year.

Learn more about both these 
book groups at SHOWCASE

*Critics Choice will be accept-
ing new members at Showcase.

FOCUS ON ...  SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS ~ BOOKS

Tuesday, June 10, 2014
The in-coming and out-going Board mem-
bers met on June 10, 2014. The meeting 
was preceded by a pot-luck lunch. 

Judy Hammon, Financial Vice-Presi-
dent, reported on the finances of AAUW-
OML through May, 2014. She reminded 
members that the fiscal year ends on 
June 30, and that all vouchers for ex-
penses must be submitted to her prior 
to that date. Judy noted that a Budget 
committee must convene to prepare and 
present for approval a branch budget for 
the new fiscal year, 2014-2015. 

Gail Chesler, President-Elect, presented 
a report and recommendation from 
the Finance Committee Task Force 
regarding authority of the Financial 
Vice-President and the use of a Branch 
PayPal account.

Sandy Fox-Sohner, Tech-Trek chair, pro-
vided an update on 2014 Tech-Trek camp.

Mary Ann McLeod, Scholarship Trea-
surer, gave a report on potential fund 
raising activities by the scholarship 
committee.

Jan Coe reported on the May luncheon 
and asked for comments and suggestions 
for next year’s luncheon. 

Bonnie Gallogy, outgoing Member-
ship Vice-President, introduced Carine 
Archer as incoming Membership Chair. 
Bonnie asked for volunteers to assist 
Carine with membership duties. Bonnie 
volunteered to organize volunteers for 
the Orinda Fourth of July booth.
 Judy Hammon, Rec. Sec. 
 Terese Tamaro, 
  Outgoing Rec.Sec.

Tuesday, August 12, 2014
The OML board met on the August 12.  
President Elect, Gail Chesler, presented 
the Audit report for our fiscal year which 
ended June 30, and Finance VP, Therese 
Tamaro, presented the proposed Budget 
for the coming year. Parliamentarian, 
Marie Bonilla, presented newly revised 
Branch Standing Rules. Both the pro-
posed Budget and Standing Rules are 
included in this Triad and will be voted 
on at the September 16 General Meeting.
 
The job of making requests for Certifi-
cates of Insurance for branch activities 
will now be done by Judy Hammon 
Please contact her if you have a request.
 

 Judy Hammon, Rec. Sec. 

Board Meeting Highlights
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Lana Reichick was honored as the 
Branch Named Gift Honoree at the May 
luncheon. This honor pays special trib-
ute to a person who has given extraor-
dinary service to our AAUW branch.  
Lana has been a dedicated contributor 
to a variety of branch activities over 
the years. Over the last several years, 
she has worked almost all of the Nin-
ers football season home games to earn 
money for our branch priorities.  No one 
in our branch has worked more games 
or generated more money than Lana.  

For many years, Lana has been a dedi-
cated volunteer of her time and effort to 
the Branch’s Tech Trek program and has 
contributed a significant amount of money 
from her beer sales, over the years enough 
to fully support more than one girl’s 
scholarship!   And this year she organized 
the Shred Fest fund-raiser for Tech Trek, 
which raised $2,131 enough to support 
more than two scholarships for Tech Trek 
camp!  In addition, she has assisted with 
other branch activities, including the May 
Luncheon and Sister-to-Sister, and in the 
past was the Legal Advocacy Fund Vice 
President for two years.   

Lana has been an outstanding, dedicated 
and cheerful contributor to our branch’s 
activities over the years and she well 
deserves to be named this year’s Branch 
Named Gift Honoree.  

Congratulation, Lana!

LANA REICHICK
Named AAUW Funds 

Gift Honoree

SISTER-TO-SISTER 
BEGINS 16TH SEASON

 
With the beginning of the 2014-15 school 
year, we draw inspiration from girls who 
have participated in the Sister-to-Sister 
program in past years. We asked them to 
tell us how the program met or exceeded 
their expectations. They tell us that they 
can communicate better, they are em-
powered to direct their lives, and they’ve 
developed decision-making skills.
 
One girl wrote: I loved getting to hear 
guest speakers. The woman who edu-
cated us on the cycle of violence really 
made an impact on me. I appreciated 
how we learned not only about obvi-
ous issues that women deal with (like 
body image and self esteem), but also 
about less conspicuous problems such 
as abusive relationships and portrayal 
in the media.
 
Another girl wrote: I learned the best way 
to talk to people by saying  “I think that 
…” It helped my communication with 
my parents and peers and I am so grate-
ful for that. I think it helped me mature 
so that I could communicate with others 
with kindness and be able to clearly get 
my feelings and points across.
 
And, “I have been able to become more 
confident and true to myself.” And, “When 
placed in uncomfortable situations involv-
ing gossip, I’ve been able to defuse prob-
lems before they become bigger.”
 
We who are involved in the Sister-to-
Sister outreach program are inspired 
and excited to begin the new season and 
observe the growth of the high school 
girls as they hone skills in facilitation 
and leadership—skills they will use for 
life. Join us in offering this tremendous 
growth experience for girls in our com-
munities by volunteering, providing 
food, or by making a donation to Sister-
to-Sister.

     Summitted by Lynda Leonard

At our organizational meeting last week, 
the Scholarship Awards Committee 
decided to fund two $1,000 scholar-
ships along with the two $5,000 Gayle 
Uilkema Scholarships for 2015. We 
agreed to save additional funds to build 
a scholarship fund for future years.   

Funds will be raised through two proj-
ects: our Valentine Party and an early 
assessment test for sophomores in high 
school sponsored by the Princeton Re-
view.  We will hold two workshops, one 
in the fall and one in the spring.  This 
reasonably priced pre-test and follow up 
session with parents will help students 
understand their strengths and weak-
nesses when taking college entrance 
exams.  We hope branch members will 
join us at our second annual Valentine’s 
Party.  We promise music, dessert and 
friendship!  

We thank you in advance for supporting 
this most important branch priority!

  Barbara Harbuck
  Mary Ann McLeod

SCHOLARSHIP
NEWS

Facilitators and participants in 
the 2013 Sister-to-Sister Summit



TRIAD
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SEPTEMBER AT A GLANCE AAUW-OML
Database Coord.
3537 Springhill Rd
Lafayette, CA 94549

SEPTEMBER 2014 

24 WED– APRIL TRIAD DEADLINE
Send items to mlmiller602@gmail.com

29 MON – BIKE GROUP
Contact Ellen Beans, ellen.beans@gmail.com

OCTOBER 2014
(look for more listings in the OCTOBER issue)

14 TUES – BOARD MEETING
1 pm – Holy Trinity Serbian Church

21 MAY – OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING
Getting a handle on this year’s PROPOSITIONS!
9 - 11:30 am 
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St., Moraga

3 WED – CRITICS CHOICE/BESTSELLERS 
BOOK GROUP Meet to discuss the coming year’s selections
10 am – Home of Mary Stephens Smith  376-5726

2  TUES – #1 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey 825-7991
 
4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 29 MON & THURS – TENNIS
8:15-10 am – Contact Tory Courtney 376-1295

4  THU – #2 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Virginia Semrau 283-8056

9 TUES – #3 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Joyce Dickey, 825-7991

9 TUES – BOARD MEETING
1 pm – Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St., 
8, 22 MON – GOLF
Contact Jan Gee for t-time and venue, 938-1316

16 TUE – GENERAL MEETING
SHOWCASE
9 am (Social time & Breakfast) 10-11:30 am (Program)
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St., Moraga

17 WED – MEMOIRS & MUSINGS
Contact Carol Messinger 283-8741

18 THURS – #4 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Jessie Doleman  826-5116

19 FRI – ANYONE WHO HAS READ THE BOOK
The Time In Between, by Maria Duenas
10 am – Contact Susan Wilson 376-0606

19 FRI – LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES
Groups 1, 2 & 3
Contact Mary Leigh Miller 631-9694

23 TUES – #5 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Patricia Bentley, 284-2936

24 WED – WISE WOMEN
1 pm – Contact Carrol Foxall IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL 

SPECIAL INTEREST COORDINATORS:
If your group decides to meet on a different day or 
time than normal, please contact our Calendar Coor-
dinator, JEANNE MELAUGH, so she can update the 
website calendar.


