
TIPS FROM SPACE
Would you have the ‘Right Stuff’ to participate in the space 
program?  Don’t miss our AAUW OML April meeting to 
find out what it takes.

MJ Marggraff, keynote speaker for the April Awards 
meeting says, “Space inspires us to wonder, reset our 
boundaries and stretch our knowledge. Space gives us new 
perspectives -- ones that change us forever.”  

 “The ‘Right Stuff’, to make astronauts on the International 
Space Station (ISS) successful, is similar today to what it takes for aviators, and 
even those who work in STEM fields on earth.” MJ is currently working with 
Virgin Galactic on what it will take to make long-term space flights a success.
  
MJ dreamed of flying and space travel.  Early on women weren’t chosen for 
the astronaut program so Marggraff trained to be a commercial pilot and an 
instructor. “Becoming an aviator at midlife, navigating through the turbulence 
of mistakes, toughing it out in aviation’s mostly male world, gave me more 
than a fistful of licenses. I learned about courage. Now on to preparing for 
space, my own space travel, other civilian astronauts, and how success will 
be achieved for those who will take our farthest journeys yet: to the Moon, 
Mars, and beyond.”

MJ won the 2014 Made-In-Space competition to have one of the first things made 
on the 3-D printer by astronauts aboard the ISS. She’s passed her winning idea, 
SPACE GAMES, along to local high school robotics teams for their designs to 
be selected.  MJ is an author and her next book: ‘Finding the Wow – Redefin-
ing Courage when Passion and Risk Collide’, will be available later in 2015.

“My children still can’t figure out why I hate roller coasters when I love roll-
ing a biplane. I encourage learning to fly, especially to girls. Only 8 percent 
of pilots are women.”
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All meetings of the OML Branch, unless otherwise noted, are held at the 
HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN CHURCH CULTURAL CENTER

   1700 School St., Moraga
Handicapped Accessible

APRIL ANNUAL AWARDS MEETING
SUNDAY, APRIL 19

with Keynote Speaker MJ Marggraff
Commercial Pilot and Mission Support for Virgin Galactic

SOCIAL TIME: 3 pm
PROGRAM: 3:30 - 5 pm

Note the Sunday 
Date & Time!

Read more about the Scholarship Awards on page 4

MAY LUNCHEON
Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Moraga Country Club
 1600 St. Andrews Drive

Moraga

Honoring...
• The AAUW Funds Branch-

Named Gift Honoree
• The OML Distinguished 

Woman of the Year
PAT LOPKER

Recognizing
 • Charter/Early Members

• The 2014-2015 Board

Installation of the 
2015-2016 Executive Board

11:15 am
Check-in  

Socializing (No-host Bar)
12:00 - 2:00 pm

Luncheon & Program

$33.00 per person.
Reservation deadline: 

Friday, May 15

To obtain a reservation form, 
contact Kelly Claussen

or go to the OML website
oml-ca.aauw.net



WEBSITE: oml-ca.aauw.net

PIPINGS from the PRESIDENT

2

APRIL 2015

Board Meeting Highlights – March 

ELECTED SLATE of 
ELECTED OFFICERS

FOR 2015-2016

President: Gail Chesler

President Elect: 
Laura Wittenberg

Program VPs: 
Diane Bell-Rettger

Judy Helder

Membership VPs: 
Alison MacKenzie

Mary Levy

AAUW Funds VPs: 
Leslie Pfeifer

Kelly Claussen

Finance VP: Therese Tamaro

Recording/Corresp. Secretary: 
Maryellen Judson

Greeting One & All!

I was in Connecticut on family business (all good, don’t worry!) 
and had to miss the March General Meeting.  Many thanks to 
Mary Leigh Miller for taking over my responsibilities here.  
Where on Earth would we be without Mary Leigh?!  She is such 
a treasure.  Speaking of treasures, I am sorry to have missed seeing Pat Lopker’s 
face when she was named our Branch’s Distinguished Women for 2015.  Pat is 
another tireless advocate for our branch.  Congratulations, Pat!

Upcoming events: AAUW CA Annual Meeting, April 18 in Manhattan Beach, CA.  
AAUW National Convention, June 18-21 in San Diego, CA.  Look for election 
voting details in this edition of the Triad. (Page 7)

The April General Meeting is always one of my favorites!  I’m a bit biased, I admit, 
after heading the Scholarship Committee two years ago.  On Sunday, April 19th, we 
will be awarding scholarships to six Tech Trekkers and four graduating seniors. Each 
young lady will have a chance to speak (they are always so impressive!) about her 
experiences and goals.  I hope as many of you who can attend will.  These young 
women are the future.  They give me lots of hope!

Thank you, All, for being a part of this worthwhile organization.  Together we 
do great things!

       Best Regards,
       Karen Mankowski

The Tech Trek and Scholarship committees are busy this month interviewing 
candidates for their scholarships.  OML branch member and speaker for the April 
awards program on April 19, MJ Maggraff, is helping with interviewing the 37 
middle school girls who were nominated to attend Tech Trek camp this summer.  
Tech Trek and Scholarship will present awards at the April 19 meeting.
 
Mary Ann McLeod reported that the Scholarship committee raised $850 at the St. 
Valentine’s Day Party. The committee is planning another fundraiser this year called 
“Luncheon in the Vineyard.”  A flyer and Raffle tickets will be sent to members.
 
The board approved the slate of officers for 2015 – 2016 as presented by the nomi-
nating committee.  The slate of officers was subsequently approved by a vote of 
the membership at the March 17 General Meeting.
 
Diane Bell-Rettger and Ksenija Soster-Olmer will be attending a meeting in San 
Jose on March 26 featuring the launch of AAUW’s new research report, Solving 
the Equation: The Variables for Women’s Success in Engineering and Computing.

       Judy Hammon
       Recording Secretary

Seeking Member Feedback 
about Triad Distribution

The Board is considering methods by 
which the monthly Triad is distributed.  
For the current year, ending on June 30, 
2015, we have charged an additional fee 
of $12 for those members who do not 
have internet access and for a few others 
who prefer to receive a printed copy.  We 
now know that $12 does not cover the 
cost of printing and mailing, so we are 
considering options that would assess the 
cost properly and ease the work burden 
of retrieving the printed copies from the 
printer, folding them, addressing, and 
mailing them.  It is also necessary to keep 
address labels up-to-date.
 
If you have any comments about this 
concern and/or the other methods we 
might investigate, please phone or 
email Gail Chesler at (925) 932-4062 or 
gailchesler@gmail.com  Time is of the 
essence as this amount must be included 
in the new year’s membership forms 
which will be distributed in late April.



The OML Branch lost 
a very good friend and 
loyal supporter, Mary-
ann Zivic, on March 11.  
She served as branch 
president in 1998-99 
and was honored as our 

Distinguished Woman for 2008 (photo 
below). Maryann joined our branch in 
1992 and held many positions including 
chairperson of the advertising commit-
tee, editor of the Triad and co-VP of the 
Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF).  

Maryann was also very active with St. 
Perpetua’s Church in Lafayette where, 
among many commitments, she was a 
lector, president of the Senior Adult Min-
istry, a founding member of a faith-sharing 
group and co-chair of the Shelter Dinner 
Ministry. She considered one of her great-
est accomplishments, however, to have 
raised six children! We are fortunate to 
have had Maryann part of our branch and 
will miss, above all, 
her wonderful sense 
of humor.

A Celebration of Life 
mass will be held on 
Saturday, May 23, 
at 10:30 am at St. 
Perpetua’s Catholic 
Church, 3454 Ham-
lin Road, Lafayette.
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~ IN MEMORIAM ~
MARYANN ZIVIC

This year’s Distinguished Woman has demonstrated a passion and commitment 
to education for women and girls throughout her life and is dedicated to fundrais-
ing for worthwhile community projects.  Pat Lopker has been an active AAUW 
OML member for 15 years, chairing not only the Advertising Committee for seven 
years, but also tirelessly working, for many years, on the Sister-to-Sister Summit reg-
istration, making sure the process ran smoothly. She has also coordinated Christmas 
events, Garden Tour ticket sales, put out the Directory for several years and served as 
VP of Educational Funds.  She has an outstanding prowess for running fundraisers for 
a good purpose.

Nomination letters mentioned many of the qualities we admire about Pat.
 “Without her the project would not have happened.”  
 “She puts her heart and soul into the job she does.”  
 “Everything she does is coordinated down to the last detail.”  
 “No matter what branch activity I attend, she is there volunteering her  
  time and lending her support.” 

Our Distinguished Woman grew up in a small farming town in Iowa where both 
her grandfather and great-grandfather were physicians, and she graduated from 
Marycrest College with a BSN degree.  Professionally, Pat was dedicated to pa-
tient education, primarily in regards to diabetes, a condition she has lived with 
since the age of nine. She was a clinical and faculty instructor for the Burlington 
Hospital School of Nursing in Iowa, and as an RN she worked locally at Highland 
and Samuel Merritt Hospitals. As a member of the Alameda/Contra Costa County 
Board of Directors for the Ameri can Diabetes Association where she facilitated 
patient education, she initiated a consortium of seven hospitals to collectively 
plan a comprehensive program to be used universally for information from nutri-
tion to medical care for adult diabetic patients.

While working at Highland County Hospital, Pat met husband Don Lopker to 
whom she has been married for 45 years. Don has a degree in business, and they 
have two children: Debbie, who works in commercial marketing for Heartland; 
and Scott, who works in marketing for Intel. Scott and wife Chelsea have giv-
en Pat two adorable grand babies, Donovan (almost three), and Karina (just 14 
months). Pat is a devoted mother and grandmother.

Pat has distinguished herself in terms of leadership, creativ-
ity, initiative, friendship, and a commitment to education 
in her every endeavor in her community, profession, and 
AAUW.  Her fundraising skills have provided many a good 
cause with the resources to complete important community 
works.  Pat says, “I love fundraising!”

2015 DISTINGUISHED WOMAN
PAT LOPKER

Come celebrate and honor our 2015 
Distinguished Woman, Pat Lopker, at the 
May 19th Luncheon at the Moraga Country 
Club, 11:15 with social time/no host bar 

and luncheon starting at noon.
The Distinguished Woman Committee: Therese Tamaro, Kelly 
Claussen, Jan Cushman, Sandy Fox-Sohner, and Pat Beckner 
join Pat (Center) after the announcement at the March Meeting.
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OML SCHOLARSHIP & TECH TREK AWARDS 
Join AAUW members and the proud parents of this year’s select group of scholar-
ship recipients to honor our outstanding Lamorinda girls. They will surely inspire us.

Tech Trek Scholarship Winners May Help Design our Future
Six Lamorinda middle school girls, winners of full scholarships to this year’s Tech 
Trek camp at Stanford, will tell us about their passions for math and science and 
how they hope to shape our future.  For example, one winner, Sophia Kofoed, told 
us that she wants to find a cure for her grandmother’s Parkinson’s disease or work 
in mission control at NASA.  She told us she just loves science and is currently 
writing a fantasy novel.

Scholarship Winners Lead with Dedication and Courage
Four women graduates from our three high schools and St. Mary’s college, winners 
of this year’s OML Branch Scholarships, will speak on the importance of com-
munity service and how this commitment has influenced their future choices in 
education and careers.   Plan to attend this special program on Sunday, April 19!

 Dear Members,
By now you have received a 
letter with information about 
our exciting Lunch in the 
Vineyard Raffle Opportunity 
Drawing and three raffle tickets. 

If you would like to participate in 
a wonderful opportunity to win a 
gourmet lunch for 6 at a Moraga 
vineyard, please fill out any and/
or all the tickets and send the 
stubs along with your check to: 

Mary Ann McLeod
100 Greenfield Drive
Moraga, CA 94556

Please spread the word about 
this unique fundraiser among 
your neighbors and friends 
who like wine, good food and 
friendships.

The sale of these raffle tickets 
supports the Branch Scholar-
ship Program. 
 
 Thank you!
 The Scholarship 
 Committee

OUR COMMUNITY, OUR 
YOUNG WOMEN, 

THEIR  EDUCATION

PHOTOS from MARCH PROGRAMS

How well do you remember all these Past Presidents?  (top row) Jean Somerset, Mary 
Leigh Miller, Valarie Burgess, Gloria Weston, Karen Mankowski, Ann Van Pohl, Faye 
Schoenberger, Susan Brady; (bottom row) Suzy Gerke, Bobbie Dodson, Judy Helder, 
Diane Bell-Rettger, Virginia Turner.  Check your Directory to see when they served.  

A view of the vineyard ...

Could you live on a dollar or two a day? (photo at left) We spent 10 minutes before the 
program began trying to add up the cost of some basic food supplies; (right) Ksenija 
with Keynote speaker, Thomas A. Nazario, the founder and president of The Forgotten 
International and co-author of “Living on a Dollar a Day”

APRIL 2015
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NEWS from BURCKHALTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
A recent New York Times article by Tina Rosen-
berg states: “People disagree, quite strenuously, 
on the best curriculum for teaching children to 
read.  But all participants in the reading wars agree 
on some other things:  Early reading is crucial — 
a child who does not read proficiently by third 
grade will probably fall further and further behind 
each year.  American schools are failing:  two out 
of three fourth graders don’t read at grade level. 

And they agree on something else: “Any read-
ing curriculum works better if children who are 
struggling get the chance to work, one-on-one, 
with a tutor.”

The article goes on to talk about the research showing how much growth can occur 
when students get one on one tutoring — from community volunteers.

Burckhalter Elementary School affords us the 
opportunity to really make a difference with 
students struggling with reading skills....or skills 
in math or writing.  A number of OML members 
have been tutoring at Burckhalter for many years 
- returning each year because they have moni-
tored the growth of the students over the course 
of the year and they KNOW what a difference 
they have made with each student.

I am a tutor in one of the first grade classes at 
Burckhalter. I am currently working with four 
students.  I take each one out of the classroom and work one-on-one for 20-30 
minutes, depending on attention span. — so my total time at school is 1 1/2 - 2 
hours.  The teacher is happy to provide resources for the tutoring, and I have also 
gathered a few things of my own over the years.  Teachers are very flexible with 
timing, with vacations, with resources — because they are very grateful for the 
extra attention and help that we give the students.

I — or any of the other OML tutors — would be happy to have you shadow us for a 
day to get a feel for the school, the students, the tutoring.  Think about carving out 
a bit of time for tutoring in your schedule next year.  It DOES make a difference!

 Jan Coe (pictured at left)
 Enthusiastic Tutor 
 since 1999

photo at top: 
Vanessa Crew in the library; 

middle photo: 
Coordinator Carol Messinger

Photos provided by K. De Groot

A Love Letter to AAUW

Dear Members,

Over twenty years ago, I joined 
our O-M-L Branch of AAUW, 
which was one of the best 
decisions I’ve ever made.  Not 
only did I meet a group of dy-
namic and interesting women, 
but we worked together on 
worthwhile activities such as 
S2S, Burckhalter, Tech Trek, 
Education Equity for Women 
and The Tenderloin Project.

Now after thirty years in the 
Bay Area, my husband Harold 
and I have made the decision 
to move to Vermont full-time.  
We have been bicoastal for 
many years and felt we needed 
to choose one coast or the 
other; we chose the one where 
we have family.  We’ll pull up 
stakes on April 11th.

Thank you for your friendship.  
It’s been a honor to be a mem-
ber of this wonderful branch.

        Fondly,
  Jean Somerset

APRIL 2015BER 2014

Jean tutoring one of her students
at Burckhalter
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SISTER-to-SISTER SUPER SUNDAYS WRAP UP on MARCH 15
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SWEEPING FINISH FOR S2S 
SUNDAY SUPER SESSIONS!

• Danielle, Campo senior: “I really enjoyed being able to see 
the middle school girls come out of their shells over the course 
of the meetings.”
• Ilene, Campo junior: “I liked that it was more intimate and we 
could get to know the middle school girls better.”
• Ciana, Las Lomas senior: “Multiple sessions really helped us 
to get to know the girls.”

This is the feedback from high school facilitators during the 
wrap up of our third Sunday afternoon session of Sister-to-
Sister 2015. Though consistent attendance  was a challenge, there was also a great 
reward in showing up to continue the conversation and deepen connections. All 
the girls experienced building relationships and trust with each other so that they 
could discuss difficult issues like teen drinking, cyberbullying, dating, challenges 
with friends and concerns about high school.

Girls also enjoyed large and small group games, including the ever-popular balloon 
relay. Hands on crafts were a big hit, as they helped girls settle in and focus. The snacks 
provided by Lynda Leonard and Patty Proctor got rave reviews. We were all stunned 
at how much teen girls could actually eat. The high school facilitators are always 
the most highly rated out of everything by their younger peers in S2S evaluations.

Consecutive sessions challenged the facilitators to apply the skills that are taught in 
the trainings to keep the conversations going and take them deeper. They were able 
to practice using anonymous questions, sharing a personal story, asking their group 
to go deeper into their feelings, or asking questions to be sure everyone was engaged. 
They found girls willing and enthusiastic to help each other with challenges. Ilene 
points out, “I think they really liked that they got to share their opinions.”

S2S organizers, Valarie Burgess & Laura Wittenberg, are planning to continue 
this format for the future with recruitment and training in the fall, meeting with 
middle school girls in the spring. Besides the benefit to the girls we serve, it is less 
expensive and requires less preparation and planning. After 15 years, it was time 
for a change and to reinvent the program to be simpler as well as more relevant. 

Thanks to AAUW-OML 
for their continued support 
of S2S.

ps:  S2S welcomes new 
members, Jessi Burgess 
and Angela Galipeau to 
AAUW-OML! Thanks to 
the board for offering free 
memberships to these two 
hardworking members of 
the S2S Training Team.

Valarie Burgess of AAUW-Orin-
da-Moraga-Lafayette receives a 
check  —which will help fund Sister-
to-Sister—from Bruce Burns of the 
Kiwanis Chapter of Moraga.

Photos: (top) 2015 High School Facilita-
tors; (above) New OML Members Jessi 
and Angela; (lower left) 7th grade girls 
with their high school facilitators
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ALAMEDA
Herbs & Spices Catering
ALAMO
Minoo’s Aesthetics 
LAFAYETTE               
Asian Accents – Original Designs in 
 Jewelry by K. de Groot*  
Creative Alterations – Josef Jamkochain 
Della Faulkner, DC    
DIABLO FOODS
Indigo & Poppy – Fine California Living 
Matthew McLeod, Realtor  –
 Dudum Real Estate Group             
Open Sesame Natural Foods
P & L Framing             
Persons Plastic & Reconstructive 
    Surgery – Barbara Persons, MD FACS            
Ware Designs – Fine Jewelry             
MORAGA 
AAAAA Rent-A-Space
home/made kitchen café & bakery             
Goodwill Industries of the Greater East Bay            
King Florist & Gifts               
National Assoc. for Advancement of                      
 Female People – Diane Bell-Rettger*  
Neighborhood Computers             
New Delhi Bistro              
Royal Siam Thai Cuisine             
ShopMORAGAfirst.com – Moraga Chamber              
Terzetto Cuisine Café                            
ViaVienté – Lana Reichick*              
ORINDA
Joan Evans* & Angie Evans Traxinger,
 Village Associates Real Estate            
Soraya Golesorkhi*, Realtor
 – Coldwell Banker         
Morrison’s Jewelers    
Redwood Cottage 
 Sea Ranch Vacation Rental – 
 Elaine Gallaher*
Piccolo Napoli   
WALNUT CREEK
Hearing Science of Walnut Creek
Maxine Christison Interior Design –                    
 Maxine Christison*             

2014-15 AAUW OML
SPONSORS/ ADVERTISERS

*AAUW members

1005 Oak Hill Road • Lafayette • Across from Millie’s Kitchen
M-F 9:30 am to 5 pm    Sat. 10 am to 5 pm          925-283-4668

10%
OFF

to OML Members
on a first time order 

up to $100

911 Moraga Road, Suite 205 • Lafayette, CA • (925) 283~4012

AAUW NEWS from STATE & NATIONAL

NEWS from OTHER AAUW BRANCHES
TIPS for CHANGE EVENT

benefiting AAUW Scholarships 
for the San Ramon Branch

will be held at 
GIANNI’S BISTRO

2065 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
on Monday, April 20 
Seating from 5-8 pm

Volunteers & supporters of AAUW will 
be the servers for the evening with all 
tips supporting the branch scholarship 
& Tech Trek programs.
 
For reservations, call the restaurant on 
(925) 820-6969 or go to opentable.com

Alicia Hetman on Title IX
It’s Not Only About Athletics

Wednesday, April 22, 7-9pm 
Pleasant Hill Senior Center

233 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill

Learn more about how Title IX works to: 
• prevent sexual harassment of all types 
at all ages • prevent bullying & deal with 
the aftermath • prevent teen pregnancy 
• provide counseling
 
Alicia Hetman is a former AAUW CA 
President (2012-14). While working for 
California Department of Education she 
developed and implemented the provi-
sions of Title IX in California.

Questions or for more information 
 call 925-305-6301 

No Cost • Open to the Public

Presented by the Concord & 
Pleasant Hill Branches

• Save the Date! Participate in AAUW 
Concord’s Third Annual Art and Wine 
(and Beer) Walk, Saturday, May 9, 
2015, 1:00 to 4:00 pm. All proceeds 
will go toward educational scholarships 
for local girls and women.  

AAUW State Election  (www.aauw-ca.org)
Visit the state website for information on candidates.  On-line voting is open from 
April 18 to May 8.  Watch for an e-mail with your PIN.  A postcard will be sent 
to those without e-mails so a paper ballot can be requested.     AAUW CA Annual 
Meeting is April 28th in Manhattan Beach.

AAUW National Election (www.aauw.org)
Visit the national site and read the election voter guide covering candidates, pro-
posed bylaws, and proposed public policy.  Please vote — a bylaws change is be-
ing proposed that will eliminate the degree requirement for membership.   Make 
sure you vote to register your support or disapproval.  PINs will be e-mailed on 
April 1 (and will be on your Spring/summer AAUW Outlook).   On-line voting is 
open from April 15 to June 19.  For those wanting a paper ballot, a request must 
be made to AAUW by May 8th and completed ballot must be postmarked by May 
26 at latest.  AAUW National Convention is June 18-21 in San Diego, CA. 
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27 MON – BIKE GROUP
Contact Ellen Beans, ellen.beans@gmail

28 TUES – #5 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Patricia Bentley, 284-2936

MAY 2015
Look for more listings in the May issue

12 TUES – BOARD MEETING
9 am – Holy Trinity Cultural Center

16 SAT – SHRED FEST
9 am-1 pm – 5-A Rent-A-Space
Benefitting the OML Tech Trek Program

19 TUES – MAY LUNCHEON
Honoring Our Distinguished Woman, Pat Lopker
11:15 am - 2 pm
Moraga Country Club, 1600 St Andrews Drive, Moraga

1 WED– CRITICS CHOICE/BESTSELLERS 
BOOK GROUP   Pass along your book

1 WED – GALS ONLY GOURMET
11:30 am – Contact Mary Leigh Miller for more info

2 THU – #2 BRIDGE GROUP 
Contact Virginia Semrau for more info, 283-8056

2, 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30  – MON & THURS – TENNIS
8:15-10 am – Contact Tory Courtney, 376-1295

4 SAT – INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL GROUP
Has been cancelled for this month
Contact Ksenija Soster-Olmer for more info

7 TUES – #1 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey 825-7991

13, 27 MON – GOLF
Contact Jan Gee for t-time and venue, 938-1316

14 TUES – #3 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey, 825-7991

14 TUES – BOARD MEETING
1 pm – Holy Trinity Cultural Center

15 WED – MEMOIRS & MUSINGS
Contact Carol Messinger 283-8741

16 THURS – #4 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Jessie Doleman  826-5116

17 FRI – ANYONE WHO HAS READ THE BOOK
Behind the Beautiful Forever,  by Katherine Boo
Orinda Book Store, 10 am – Contact Susan Wilson, 376-0606

17  FRI – LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES
Note: Group # 1 will be held on Friday, April 24 this month
Contact Mary Leigh Miller, 631-9694

19 SUN – AWARDS CELEBRATION MEETING
3-5 pm – Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St., 
Moraga

24 FRI – MAY TRIAD DEADLINE
Send items to mlmiller602@gmail.com

UPCOMING OML EVENTS


