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Mission Statement:
AAUW advances equity for
women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy
and research.

WEBSITE: http://www.aauwoml.org

April General Meeting
Sunday, April 22
3:00 p.m.
Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
1700 School Street, Moraga

Tech Trek and Scholarship Awards Meeting
Keynote Presentation: Astrobiology
“From Mudflats to Mars: A Personal Odyssey” will
be the keynote presentation by Margaret Race, PhD.,
for the Tech Trek and Scholarship Awards program.
We hope to see you there on this Sunday afternoon for
an exciting presentation and a chance to meet the delightful winners of the Tech Trek
Camp and Scholarship awards.
Dr. Race is an ecologist who
works with NASA and the SETI
Institute, where she focuses on
Astrobiology, searches for extraterrestrial life, and developsscience policy issues. She chose
this presentation topic, she says,
“Because my career path has
taken many turns. The career I
am in now did not exist when I
finished my degree. It has been
a true odyssey, from marine biology to the solar system.”
Dr. Race specializes in planetary protection—how to
plan robotic and human missions in ways that ensure
environmental protection of both the Earth and locations in outer space.
Knowing that microbes can survive the harsh environment of space, ecologist Race stresses the importance
of planetary protection, asking what precautions we
need to take for future missions to other planets—and
how to prepare for missions that will return to Earth
with samples from other worlds.

“If there is life on Mars,” Race suggests, “it is appropriate to consider whether and how we should interact
with it—both on Mars and here on Earth.” As scientists
plan their next missions to other worlds, Race is there,
encouraging exploration with scientific caution and responsibility.
In addition, the afternoon
will be one to honor the six
outstanding 7th grade girls
from the Lamorinda middle
schools who have won Tech
Trek Camp Scholarships. They
will tell you about their career
goals, which include neurology, medicine, marine biology,
rain forest protection, coral
reef research and protection,
astronomy, math, architecture,
computer animation, and engineering design. The girls
will be attending the Grace Hopper Tech Trek camp at
Stanford University July 15-21.
We will also honor three Acalanes Union High School
District students and one St. Mary’s College student
who will be receiving the AAUW College Scholarship
Awards. These incredible young women will spend a
few minutes telling us about their goals and dreams for
future careers.
Please attend this interesting and heart-warming event
and show your support for these amazing scholarship
winners on Sunday afternoon, April 22.
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THANKS FROM KSENIJA

Baxter and Paul, students from St.
Mary’s college and branch member
Ksenija Olmer want to thank the
OML AAUW community for their
generosity, interest and a most wonderful morning spent together.
We so much enjoyed sharing theJanuary Term service trip experience
with you and were delighted to get a
lot of thoughtful questions. A wonderful surprise was an impromptu
shower of donations, enough for
two and half wells to be built in
Cambodian villages. Ksenija will
match her honorarium and build the
third well. A well costs $220 and assures that 30-40 people get access to
clean water close to home and frees
the women and children from lugging water from far and questionable
water sources. It has been suggested
that one well be in celebration of
Lamorinda AAUW and the second
to honor the heroine of many- Burmese dissident leader Aung San Su
Kyi. As soon as Kesenija gets the
photos of the wells she will share
them with everyone.
If you would like more information
on wells and the work of the Friends
of Cambodian Child’s Dream organization, or if you would like to
donate a well in honor of someone
special, you can call Ksenija at 7080770 or go to www.friendsofCCD.
org.
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MEMBERS EARN $2020 FOR AAUW

What do pouring beer, the SF 49’ers, and raising money have in common? 10 OML members!
Thank you to OML members who earned $2,020 working at the SF 49’er
football games this past year: Georgia Banks, Marie Bonilla, Jan Coe,
Bonnie Gallogly, Jan Gee, Soraya Golesorkhi, Janet Govan, Pat Lopker,
Jackie Marshall, and Lana Reichick. This year each member was able to
direct her share of the earnings to the AAUW fund of her choice. Money
went to AAUW Funds Education, AAUW Funds Legal Advocacy, Burckhalter, Tech Trek, and Sister to Sister. A special thanks goes to Soraya
Golesorkhi’s husband, Ramin, for working one of the games. And a very
special thanks goes to Lana Reichick who worked four games!
Please join us next year so we can earn even more. It is a long day at
the game but we have fun and get to meet members from other branches.
Contact Marie at 284-1473 or edmarie.bonilla@comcast.net if you want
to work this fall or have questions. Go Niners!

Left to right: Lana Reichick, Bonnie Gallogly, Jan Gee, Jan Coe,
Jackie Marshall
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LEGAL ADVOCACY, AAUW FUNDS UPDATE
At the September general meeting, Jo Harberson presented a history of
AAUW. The following article contains excerpts from her message.
It’s an exciting time to be an AAUW member. Whether you value
AAUW because you believe in the mission, or because it offers opportunities to upgrade your skills, or because you want to be a part of a national
network of informed college graduates, or because you can make significant contributions to your community, one thing is surely true: AAUW is a
provider of possibilities-- an organization through which, together, we are
breaking through barriers so that all woman and girls have a fair chance.
As a provider of possibilities, AAUW awards fellowships through AAUW
Funds. This year is the 124th anniversary of the first fellowship ever awarded. In 1888, Ida Street was awarded $350 to study English at the University of Michigan. Since that first award, more than $90 million have been
awarded to 11,000 fellows and grantees. Today stipends can run as high as
$30,000. In 2011-2012 AAUW branches, national members, foundations,
and corporations contributed over $3.7 million. That makes AAUW the
largest non-university source of graduate fellowships for women.
LAF, the Legal Advocacy Fund, is a major program of AAUW Funds.
LAF works to combat sexual discrimination in higher education and in
the workplace. It provides support to sex discrimination cases that have
the potential to make a difference. LAF has funded, or helped fund, more
than 100 plaintiffs. Far from competing with the AAUW Funds that support education, the Legal Advocacy Fund complements them. Remember
this sentence: AAUW Funds open doors for women. LAF keeps them
open.
The new AAUW Funds makes it easier for branches and individuals to
designate exactly where they want their money to go. Instead of sending it
to the old EF, now we can designate it to the LAF that offers case support
and campus outreach projects; to the Eleanor Roosevelt Fund that funds
research projects; to the Educational Opportunities Fund that includes fellowships and grants; to the Leadership Programs Fund that includes the
National Conference for College Women Student Leaders, Start Smart and
Elect Her/Campus Women Win. All of these programs are a part of AAUW
Funds and are fully tax deductible.
Though we highlight AAUW Funds at designated meetings and fundraisers during the year, your contributions are welcomed year-round. Thanks
for your continued support!
Jan Coe & Joy Elkinton-Walker, AAUW Funds VPs
Lana Reichick, LAF VP
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SUPPORT OML ADVERTISERS
For complete ad details, visit Sponsors
at www.aauwoml.org
CONCORD
Deana V. Davidson*, Waddell & Reed
Financial Advisor
LAFAYETTE
Amarin Thai Restaurant
Georgia Banks*, CMT - Trager and
Massage Healing Therapies
Creative Alterations, Josef Jamkochian
Della Faulkner, DC
Diablo Foods Specialty Groceries
K deGroot*, Asian Accents – Original
Designs in Jewelry		
Lafayette Health Club
Open Sesame Natural Foods
Persons Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery, Barbara L. Persons, MD
Ware Designs – Fine Jewelry
MORAGA
Amoroma Ristoranté 			
Goodwill Industries of the East Bay
King Florist & Gifts
NAAFP - National Assoc. for the Advancement of Female People
Diane Bell-Rettger *
Neighborhood Computers, Grant
Stubblefield
Royal Siam Thai Cuisine
Shop Moraga First
Terzetto Cuisine Café
The New Rheem Theatre		
Total Clean
Lana Reichick* – Via Vienté
OAKLAND
Barbara Llewellyn Catering and Event
Planning - Bay Area
ORINDA
Gary’s Handyman Service 		
Joan Evans* and Angie Evans Traxinger, Village Associates Real Estate
McDonnell Nursery
Morrison’s Jewelers
The Orinda Theatre
Soraya Golesorkhi*, Realtor Coldwell
Banker 			
The Sea Ranch (Oceanview Rental),
Elaine Gallaher*		
WALNUT CREEK
Maxine Christison*, Interior Design
Dave’s Window Cleaning
Diablo Symphony
Spiritual/ Psychic Readings – Chuck
Coburn 			
*Member Ads
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MARCH AT A GLANCE

1 SUN CRITICS’ CHOICE BEST SELLERS
Pass your book on to the next person
2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, 30 TENNIS
8:15 am, Saint Mary’s Courts
4. 11, 18, 25, WED GREAT DECISIONS
10 am TerzettoCuisine, 1419 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA
3 TUES #1 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Joyce Dickey, 825-7991
5 THU #2 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Virginia Semrau 283-8056
7 SAT INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL GROUP
6:00 pm Contact K. Soster-Olmer, 254-5439
9, 23, MON GOLF
10:00 am Contact Jan Gee for t-time 938-1316
10 TUES BOARD MEETING
9:00 G.Uilkema’s office, 3338 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
10 TUES #3 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Patricia Bentley, 284-2936
12 THURS E-NEWS DEADLINE
Send items to Bonnie Gallogly bonniegal5@me.com
13 FRI DAYTIME MOVIE GROUP
Contact Mary Helene Tietz mhken@pacbell.net
15 THURS #4 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Jessie Dolman 254-5019
18 WED MEMOIRS AND MUSINGS
1:00 pm Home of Carol Messinger
RSVP messengerd@aol.com
20 FRI ANYONE WHO’S READ THE BOOK
10:00 am Orinda Book Store
20 FRI MOVIE GROUPS Group 1, Mary-Leigh Miller
631-9694; Group 2, Mary Stephens Smith, 376-5726; #3
Judy Hammon, 253-4972.
22 SUN GENERAL MEETING
3 pm See page 1 for information
24 TUES MAY TRIAD DEADLINE
Send items to mgschimbor@comcast.net

24 TUES #5 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon Coordinator: Joan Myers, 363-1962
25 WED WISE WOMEN
1:30 pm Carrol Foxall, 376-7388

Jeanne Marie Buckingham
Former AAUW-OML member Jeanne Buckingham
died Sunday, February 26. After overcoming nonHodgkins lymphoma, she developed leukemia and
had been in hospice since January. Much beloved by
her extended family, Jeanne will be greatly missed by
all who knew her. Her happiest days were meeting
and marrying Tom. She graduated from UC Berkeley
where she and Tom met in the campus hiking club.
She taught grade school for the Mt. Diablo School
District and later worked 13 years as an administrative assistant for the US Forest Service, Berkeley research station. Jeanne loved to travel and had a passion for the environment and lifelong learning.
As an OML member Jeanne became involved with
Tech Trek, AAUW’s math and science summer camp
program for middle school girls. She read applications, interviewed the applicants and served on the
selection committee. Women she teamed with said
that her love of science contributed to the enthusiasm
of the girls who participated.
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Mary Helene Tietz is AAUW-OML Distinguished Woman 2012

This year’s Distinguished Woman has lived all over the world – England,
Iran, Japan, Poland - and has made an impact everywhere she’s been. Her
global vision made her a natural for overseas assignments. As one friend
states, “People from around the globe have gravitated to her warm and
engaging personality” and “no matter where she lived, she was a leader in
her community.”
As a member of OML for 13 years she has been “a welcoming presence
at our meetings and is friendly to all who attend them.” One friend noted
that she had “experienced Mary Helene’s warmth, compassion and sound
advice….she has handled personal adversity with quiet grace.” The term
‘grace’ was repeated over and over in nomination letters for Mary Helene.
Mary Helene demonstrates the ability “to bring people of diverse points
of view together in a common cause with a goal of consensus and cooperation.” “This love of building connections has led to a long tenure of volunteerism.” In the branch we have been blessed with her leadership as the
Public Policy co-chair, Educational Funds co-VP, LAF co-chair, Membership co-VP, President-Elect and President 2010-2011. She has also been a
faithful, contributing member of numerous OML interest groups.
Mary Helene constantly models the attributes of friendship, leadership,
creativity, initiative and a commitment to equity. She is an ambassador
for AAUW in everything she does.

Come to this year’s
May 15th Luncheon
at the Orinda Country
Club to honor and celebrate the 2012 Distinguished Woman, Mary
Helene Tietz.

Left to right, Kelly Claussen, Joy Elkinton-Walker , Sandy Fox-Hoddess, Mary Helene Tietz, Elaine Gallaher.

