THE

TRIAD
FEBRUARY 2015

WEBSITE: oml-ca.aauw.net

FEBRUARY 2015
GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 17
9 am ~ Socializing
9:30 am ~ Meeting

The SISTERHOOD of SELLING BOOKS
Meet Maria Roden, new owner of Orinda Books.
Formerly the store manager, Marie and her husband Danny, bought the business from longtime
owner, Janet Boreta, last summer.
So, what is it like operating an independent book
shop in the age of mega booksellers and online retailers? What are the hot new books we should be
reading? All this and more...

MARCH 17
GENERAL MEETING
Living on a Dollar a Day

A picture is worth a thousand words,
especially when trying to describe a
challenging subject like crushing poverty. How do you do this without making readers utterly depressed or even
worse, disrespecting the subjects of your
photography?
Come hear Thomas A. Nazario, the
founder and president of The Forgotten International, who teamed up with
Pulitzer Prize winning photojournalist
Renée C. Byer in creating a book Living
on a Dollar a Day.
All meetings of the OML
Branch, unless otherwise
noted, are held at the
HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN
CHURCH CULTURAL CENTER
1700 School St., Moraga
Handicapped Accessible

Valentine Party!
February 12th, 2015
1:00 ~ 3:30 pm

JOIN THE CHORUS! Pianist Gail Burnett and Flautist Sara Newel will lead us in a songfest
at the Moraga home of Marla Schroeder on 37 Sanders Ranch Road.
Help support our AAUW mission of “promoting education and empowering women and
girls” with your $15 donation. Thank you for your generous support.
Go to the OML website to download the flier and RSVP today!
OR ~ contact Mary Ann McLeod at 376-5207; mabill100@comcast.net

WEBSITE: oml-ca.aauw.net

PIPINGS from the PRESIDENT
Greeting One & All!
This month I’m sharing just a bit of news from AAUW National.
1. Every year, 1,000 college women gather at the National
Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL…pronounced “Nickwhistle”) to learn how to reach their
fullest potential in today’s economic, political, and educational environments. At
NCCWSL, attendees build leadership skills; get career advice; network with likeminded, ambitious women; and meet speakers who have already distinguished
themselves as trailblazers. More than 50 workshops provide strategies on how to
land a great job, how to resolve conflicts with co-workers, how to get into graduate school, how to fundraise, how to deal with prejudice at work, how to deal with
stress, and so much more.
The 2015 conference is May 28-30 at the University of Maryland, College Park,
and registration opened January 26. Tell the students in your life about NCCWSL,
and support this conference by giving now at nccwsl.org.
2. On Election Day, workers and women got a raise: Voters in Alaska, Arkansas,
Illinois, Nebraska and South Dakota strongly supported minimum wage increases.
In fact, in each and every state (red and blue), the measures received more vote
than the winning candidates running statewide. Hundreds of thousands of workers
will now be eligible, starting in 2015, for an hourly raise.
Paid sick days passed, too. In Massachusetts, Question 4 passed, giving more
workers the family-friendly benefit of paid sick days. Employers with 11 or more
employees will need to allow full- and part-time workers one hour of paid sick
time for every 30 hours worked. (Other local jurisdictions in the country also
passed paid sick days.)
Back to Local Issues. My thanks to Pat Beckner for bringing “Rosie the Riveter”
to us in the form of Raphael the National Park Ranger from the WWII Home Front
National Historical Park in Richmond. His Power Point slides of photographs and
posters of the 1940s were so interesting. I especially enjoyed the “conversation”
during the presentation regarding the social mindset and mores of the day. We
had the added bonus of a guest – Ann Steppan – in attendance who was an actual
“Rosie”!
Mark your calendars (if you haven’t already), for Thursday, February 12th, for
the Scholarship Committee’s Valentine Party. I’ll see you there! Lynda Leonard
or someone from Sister-to-Sister may be calling you in the next month or two
to help out with one or both of their next two events taking place at the Orinda
Community Church. If you are available, please say “YES!” Last but not least,
SHRED FEST will be held at 5A Rent-A-Space in Rheem on Saturday, May 16th
from 9-1:00. Rain or shine…and boy oh boy did we have rain last year! So this
year, I’m banking on SHINE!
						Best Regards,
						Karen Mankowski
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Board Meeting Highlights
~ November
Carine Archer announced that we now
have 152 branch members—that includes ten new members this year!
Barbara Harbuck reports that Scholarship has raised $5,332 so far this year,
and hopes to make a bit more at the
upcoming Valentine’s Day party. The
committee invites members to come and
enjoy the fun and goodies.
Sister to Sister’s Laura Wittenberg had
only good things to say about their first
Super Sunday event held on January 11,
2015, at Orinda Community Church.
Forty-nine middle school girls attended
the program, which was planned and
presented by 22 high school girls. Laura
described the event as low-keyed and
fun. The two remaining sessions will
be held on February 8 and March 15.
Pat Lopker reported that the Advertising Committee raised $4800, exceeding
their goal…congrats!
The board passed a motion to support
hiring a bookkeeper to assist the Branch
Treasurer with report preparation.
Ruth Balsdon thanked those who
brought donated books for Burckhalter
School to the Holiday Coffee at Diane
Bell-Rettger’s house.
Finally, stay tuned for information on
the Past Presidents’ Luncheon, which
will be held in March this year.
Judy Hammon
Recording Secretary

AAUW Mission • AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.
Value Promise of AAUW • By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance..
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FOCUS ON ... SCHOLARSHIPS
Forty-seven years ago in 1968, our local AAUW branch began honoring high
school senior girls. This tradition has continued and grown to offer scholarships
to Acalanes, Campolindo and Miramonte high schools, as well as St. Mary’s College. Our branch members have continually supported young women’s academic
excellence and community service efforts.
Last year our four chosen students
were awarded $11,600 dollars (photo
at left, with guest speaker, Dr. Marinda Wu). Their average GPA was 4.1.
They participated in 21 extra curricular school activities and volunteered
in 15 community outreach programs.
Our branch members donate funds
for these scholarships each year. In
addition, the scholarship committee
plans social events to offer members
an opportunity to socialize and raise funds from within our branch. Barbara Harbuck
is organizing our February 12 Valentine’s Party so members and their friends can
enjoy an afternoon of music and treats in Marla Schroeder’s lovely home in Moraga.
In addition to member donations, the committee works within the local community to raise funds. Lisa Geary is working with the Princeton Review to sponsor
practice SAT and ACT tests at our local high schools for a minimal fee. These
tests help students understand their areas of strength and challenge. After the
results are prepared, parents and students are invited to an informative evening
about the college admission process. At that time parents are advised about prep
courses and tutoring offered by Princeton Review. Fees collected for the practice
test are given to AAUW in exchange for the administrative help we offer such as
proctoring the tests.
The committee’s main concern throughout the year is preparing the scholarship
applications and organizing the process that leads to the awarding of the scholarships. Lisa Geary, Gail Burnett and Maryellen Judson communicate with the
school counselors throughout the year to encourage senior girls to apply. Brother
Brendan Madden works with the St. Mary’s seniors. Soon our committee members
will be reading applications, interviewing students and deciding our scholarship
awardees. Our efforts are complete when we honor the young women at our April
Awards Meeting and their high school
awards ceremonies.

Gayle Uilkema’s Campaign Fund
Donation to AAUW-OML
Scholarships for Women
The following is an excerpt from a letter
from Carol T. Singer, Treasurer of longtime AAUW member and Contra Costa
County Supervisor Gayle Uilkema:
Gayle Uilkema, Supervisor for District
2, Contra Costa County, passed away in
May [2012] after serving on the Board
of Supervisors for almost 16 years. In
2011 Gayle had announced her intention
not to seek re-election to a fifth term on
the board, beginning in January 2013.
Gayle had planned to take some time to
pursue her personal life and perhaps then
seek election to another office. When it
became apparent that this would not happen, Gayle allocated her campaign funds
to organizations in District 2. She was
always very concerned about the needs
of the people she represented, and she
spent time considering where the funds
might be most useful.
As Supervisor Uilkema’s campaign
Treasurer, I am distributing her campaign funds in accordance with her
wishes and with regard to State law
governing the allocation of such funds. A
check is enclosed to your organization.
Gayle wished that these funds be used
for local scholarships of $5,000 each for
girls, graduate and undergraduate.
Carol T. Singer, Treasurer, Campaign
to Re-elect Gayle Uilkema

[This excerpt appears on the OML website]

AAUW-OML Scholarship Applications are Online

Due to the generosity of our members,
funds from the Gail Uilkema Scholarship fund and the work of our committee
members we are able to offer two $5000
and two $1000 scholarships this year.
		Mary Ann McLeod
		Scholarship Chair

If you know an Acalanes, Campolindo, Miramonte or St. Mary’s senior
woman who has a GPA of 3.0 or more and is committed to community service,
direct her to our oml-ca.aauw.net website. Our merit-based scholarship
applications are online. We plan to award two $5000 scholarships, one to
a St. Mary’s student and one to a Lamorinda High School senior woman.
Two additional $1000 scholarships will be given Lamorinda High School
women. The deadline to file an application is February 18, 2015.
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SISTER-to-SISTER SUPER SUNDAYS
January 1: Super Sunday Success!

For Sister-to-Sister the new year brought in a new format, changing from a one
all-day Summit once a year to three two-hour sessions beginning in January. The
idea for the change arose from the desire of the high school girl facilitators to have
follow-up time with the middle school girls and this new program provides that
opportunity. And if the
January session was any
indication, it is a huge
success.
Afterward one parent
contacted Laura Wittenberg because her
daughters had such a
great experience. The
girls wanted to see if
they could come every
Sunday and, if not, they
wanted to know when
the next session was so
they wouldn’t miss it.

Photos by K. De Groot

S2S member Patty Proctor, herself a
mother of girls, noted, “middle school girls
are such a wonderful blend of emerging
womanhood and little girl.” She enjoyed
watching the participants “eagerly consume
snacks, string bead necklaces, and simultaneously discuss serious topics in their small
groups. “Talk about multi-tasking!”
One girl arrived very anxious. She was
alone. A friend was supposed to come with
her, however the friend changed her mind
and didn’t sign up. Laura encouraged the
girl to stay and participate, offering support.
Later she followed up: The girl said she had
a good time and made a new friend. She
looked forward to seeing the girl next time, and she wants to be a facilitator next
year when she is a freshman. And that’s what S2S is all about.

Next stop: Super Sunday February 8!
Snack Time

What snacks do you provide for twenty-five high school facilitators and
fifty middle school girls? How much do they eat? They love frosted brownies (thank you Trudy Barron!), chocolate chip/M&M cookies (thank you
Elaine Gallaher!), and grapes. They like crackers (especially Ritz), cheese,
and carrot sticks. They do not like broccoli.
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The BURCKHALTER
PROJECT
Many Thanks for the
Gift of Books
All the books for
Burckhalter that
our members so
generously donated at the December Coffees are
greatly appreciated, not only by
our library volunteers, but also
by all the eager-to-read youngsters.
From the newest in the “Wimpy Kid”
series, “The Long Haul” to the Guinness
Book of Records for 2015, the bright
new books are a big hit with the students.
Other popular additions: the latest in
the “Bad Kitty” Series, “Basketball Heroes” and the “Cool” new science books
written especially to appeal to girls.
Books for all ages
not only inform and
entertain, they inspire, and the many
new biographies
will be welcomed
by teachers, tutors
and library staff as
Black History and
Women’s History Month present
new opportunities to inspire our young
people with life stories of amazing men
and women.
Our Burckhalter volunteers appreciate all
the support that OML members have generously given over the past 20-plus years!
Carol Messinger, Chair
OML Burckhalter Project.

WEBSITE: oml-ca.aauw.net

MEMBERSHIP

DISTINGUISHED
WOMAN

MEMBERSHIP MEMOS

A recent member in our branch is M. J. Marggraff, who is a licensed pilot and
flight instructor. She has a B.A. degree in psychology from U.C. Santa Barbara
and a M.S. degree in education, (administration and instruction) from Indiana
University. M. J. has worked for a suborbital space agency as a mission support
representative and is in training to be a civilian astronaut. She has written a book
called “Finding the WOW”, describing her experience, delineating how courage
and passion can be used to make major mid-life changes. Her book shows how we
can use fear and risk to our advantage so we can realize our dreams and continue
to explore. M.J. has chosen a profession in which only 8 or 9 percent are women,
but she hopes assist others to enter this challenging field, and to overcome personal
or professional barriers to success.

INTEREST GROUPS

Our September Showcase featured representatives from OML’s many interest
groups, and the interest groups continue to be an enjoyable opportunity to get to
know other AAUW members and share common interests. If you missed the opportunity to sign up in September, it is not too late. Simply contact the representatives listed at the end of this Triad. We welcome you!
					
					Carine Archer, Membership VP

ROSIE RULES!
We were honored with our very own “Rosie” at
January’s meeting: Ann Steppan – a guest of Janet Mendenhall – who worked at the ship building
yard in Point Richmond during the WWll years.
Pictured below (l to r) are Ann, Ranger Raphael
Allen, Karen Mankowski and program organizer,
Pat Beckner.
Photo provided by K. De Groot

Honoring Hard Work

Without the dedication of many AAUW
OML members, our branch would not
be able to accomplish the enormous
effort we make towards our mission of
advancing equity for women:
--Board members who keep our branch
humming with exciting programs and
strong leadership
--Those who raise funds for our several
very worthwhile outreach projects
--Members who chair or contribute to
our valuable community programs that
support our mission
--Interest group leaders and friendly hospitality ladies who devote themselves to
our members› interests and needs
Please take a few moment to write about
an AAUW OML member whom you appreciate and admire for her dedication
to our branch. We have many women
who deserve this honor, but only one
can become the Distinguished Woman
of 2015-2016.   Send as many nomination letters as you would like to Sandy
Fox-Sohner, fox-sohner@comcast.net,
27 Williams Drive, Moraga, CA 94556.
We need your help in deciding which
one of so many deserving women will
be our next Distinguished Woman.
Deadline is Feb. 28. The Distinguished Woman will be announced at
the March meeting!
Sandy Fox-Sohner, Chair
Distinguished Woman Comm.

Save The Date

Tuesday, March 10th

PAST PRESIDENT’S
LUNCHEON

Noon - 2:00 PM
Uncle Yu’s, 999 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette – Details to follow
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SPEAKING OF ... BOOKS
THE SMARTEST KIDS IN THE WORLD
And How They Got That Way, by Amanda Ripley
“If you want the American dream, go to Finland.” This strong message plus remarks
below (in italics) are borrowed from a New York Times book review by Annie
Murphy Paul, appearing in August 22, 2013 issue. If you are at all concerned
about the American School System, look no further than this book, currently
a Critics Choice (pass-along) Book Group selection for the current year.
We love to read about how other cultures do it better (stay slim, have sex, raise
children). In this case, Ripley is offering to show how other nations educate students so much more effectively than we do… She travels to Finland to observe
the “Nordic robots” who achieve such remarkably high scores on international
tests — and to South Korea and Poland, two other nations where students handily
surpass Americans’ mediocre performance… “Historically, Americans “hadn’t
needed a very rigorous education, and they hadn’t gotten it. Wealth had made rigor
optional.” But now, she points out, “everything had changed. In an automated,
global economy, kids needed to be driven; they need to know how to adapt, since
they would be doing it all their lives. They needed a culture of rigor.”
“The Smartest Kids” is a very readable book, following the paths of three American
students who chose to spend a year abroad in three countries that value and handle
their educational systems differently than we do. Is the education the students in
these countries receiving better or worse? This book offers plenty of opportunity
for good discussion. If you haven’t already done so, I highly recommend putting
it on your must-read list.
						Mary Leigh Miller
If you’ve read a book that you’d like to tell our membership about, send
your review to the Triad editor at mlmill602@gmail.com
THE TRIAD Staff
Editor
Mary Leigh Miller, 631-9694
email: mlmiller602@gmail.com

Proof Reader
Jeanne Melaugh, 954-1007
email: jmelaugh@comcast.net

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014-2015

President
Karen Mankowski
President-Elect
Gail Chesler
Vice-President, Membership
Corine Archer
Vice-Presidents, Program
Diane Bell-Rettger, Kjenija Soster-Olmer

Vice-Presidents, AAUW Funds
Jan Cushman, Alison McKenzie
Vice-President, Finance
Therese Tamaro
Recording Secretary
Judy Hammon

AAUW Association Website: http://www.oml-ca.aauw.net
California AAUW Website: http://www.aauw-ca.org

2014-15 AAUW OML
SPONSORS/ ADVERTISERS
*AAUW members

ALAMEDA
Herbs & Spices Catering
ALAMO
Minoo’s Aesthetics
LAFAYETTE 		
Asian Accents – Original Designs in
Jewelry by K. de Groot*
Creative Alterations – Josef Jamkochain
Della Faulkner, DC
DIABLO FOODS
Indigo & Poppy – Fine California Living
Matthew McLeod, Realtor –
Dudum Real Estate Group
Open Sesame Natural Foods
P & L Framing
Persons Plastic & Reconstructive
Surgery – Barbara Persons, MD FACS
Ware Designs – Fine Jewelry
MORAGA
AAAAA Rent-A-Space
home/made kitchen café & bakery
Goodwill Industries of the Greater East Bay
King Florist & Gifts 		
National Assoc. for Advancement of
Female People – Diane Bell-Rettger*
Neighborhood Computers
New Delhi Bistro		
Royal Siam Thai Cuisine
ShopMORAGAfirst.com – Moraga Chamber
Terzetto Cuisine Café 		
ViaVienté – Lana Reichick*
ORINDA
Joan Evans* & Angie Evans Traxinger,
Village Associates Real Estate
		
Soraya Golesorkhi*, Realtor
– Coldwell Banker 		
Morrison’s Jewelers 			
Redwood Cottage
Sea Ranch Vacation Rental –
Elaine Gallaher*
Piccolo Napoli		
WALNUT CREEK
Hearing Science of Walnut Creek
Maxine Christison Interior Design –
Maxine Christison*

Address information was inadvertently left out of the two advertisements below in the 2014-15 Directory.

10%
OFF

to OML Members
on a first time order
up to $100

1005 Oak Hill Road • Lafayette • Across from Millie’s Kitchen
M-F 9:30 am to 5 pm Sat. 10 am to 5 pm
925-283-4668

911 Moraga Road, Suite 205 • Lafayette, CA • (925) 283~4012
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TECH TREK NEWS
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NEWS of INTEREST
Do you know a high school student
who is ready to practice taking the SAT
or ACT? Our branch is sponsoring a
practice test at Miramonte High School
on Saturday, February 7, 9 am to 1:15.
Contact Lisa Geary at lisageary@comcast.net for more information.

It’s Official!

With the support of 5A Rent-A-Space, Moraga, our Shred•Fest fundraiser
is now an annual event to help fund scholarships to send teacher-nominated
local girls to Tech Trek Science & Math Camp, on campus at Stanford.

Save the Date:

Mark your calendar to securely shred
personal papers ON SITE, Saturday,
May 16, 2015, 9:00 AM--1:00 PM. Just
$5 per file box. You keep your boxes.

MEET THE WOMEN OF CUBA
The Oakland/Piedmont Branch is sponsoring a trip to Cuba, March 29-April
13. There still may be room for you to
join them. Contact Lenore Gallin, lgallin@dvc.edu for more info.
• Save the Date! Participate in AAUW
Concord’s Third Annual Art and Wine
(and Beer) Walk, Saturday, May 9,
2015, 1:00 to 4:00 pm. All proceeds
will go toward educational scholarships
for local girls and women.

Our Tech Trek Committee volunteers
will unload your boxes and return them
empty to your car. Shred-Defense provides HIIPA-complaint shredding. For
professionals, Certificates of Destruction are available on request.

From the NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Recently the Nominating Committee began the arduous job of filling key positions for the coming year, both elected and appointed. If you receive a call, it’s
because we think you have something important to contribute to the future of our
Branch.
Put aside a little time to consider how you can get involved! You don’t even need
to wait to be called – contact one of the committee members below and tell her
how you might fit into the running of OML We are searching for behind-thescenes workers as well as members with leadership potential and those with special skill sets. A full set of job positions is listed right in your directory.
		Nominating Committee:
			
Mary Leigh Miller, Marie Bonilla,
			
Sandy Fox-Sohner, Pat Beckner,
			
Laura Wittenberg and Pat Lopker.
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Have you signed up for the
VALENTINE PARTY yet?
Go to our website to download
the flier and RSVP today!
OR ~ contact
Mary Ann McLeod
at 376-5207
mabill100@comcast.net

THE

TRIAD

FEBRUARY 2015

FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE
1 SUN– CRITICS CHOICE/BESTSELLERS
BOOK GROUP Pass along your book

AAUW-OML
Database Coord.
3537 Springhill Rd
Lafayette, CA 94549

2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26 – MON & THURS – TENNIS
8:15-10 am – Contact Tory Courtney, 376-1295
3 TUES – #1 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey 825-7991
4 WED – GALS ONLY GOURMET
11:30 am – Contact Mary Leigh Miller for more info
4 WED – GREAT DECISIONS (continues for nine weeks)
2 pm – Hacienda de las Flores, Moraga
5 THU – #2 BRIDGE GROUP
Contact Virginia Semrau for more info, 283-8056
7 SAT – INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL GROUP
Has been postponed until March 7
Contact Ksenija Soster-Olmer for more info

19 THURS – #4 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Jessie Doleman 826-5116
20 FRI – ANYONE WHO HAS READ THE BOOK
The Art Forger, by Barbara Shapiro
Orinda Book Store, 10 am – Contact Susan Wilson, 376-0606

8 SUN – SISTER-to-SISTER SUPER SUNDAY SESSION
2 - 5 pm – Orinda Community Church (See page 5)

20 FRI – LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES
Groups 1, 2 & 3
Contact Mary Leigh Miller, 631-9694

9, 23 MON – GOLF
Contact Jan Gee for t-time and venue, 938-1316

23 MON – BIKE GROUP
Contact Ellen Beans, ellen.beans@gmail.com

10 TUES – #3 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey, 825-7991

24 TUE – MARCH TRIAD DEADLINE
Send items to mlmiller602@gmail.com

10 TUES – BOARD MEETING
1 pm – Holy Trinity Cultural Center

24 TUES – #5 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Patricia Bentley, 284-2936

11 WED – GREAT DECISIONS
2 pm – Hacienda de las Flores, Moraga

25 WED – GREAT DECISIONS
2 pm – Hacienda de las Flores, Moraga

12 THU – VALENTINE PARTY
1-3 pm, Home of Marla Schroeder (Read more on Page 1)
17 TUE – GENERAL MEETING
THE SISTERHOOD OF SELLING BOOKS
9 am (Social time & Breakfast) 9:30 -11:30 am (Program)
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St., Moraga
18 WED – MEMOIRS & MUSINGS
Contact Carol Messinger 283-8741
18 WED – GREAT DECISIONS
2 pm – Hacienda de las Flores, Moraga

MARCH 2015
(look for more listings in the March issue)
10 TUE – BOARD MEETING
9 am – Holy Trinity Cultural Center
10 TUE – PAST PRESIDENTS LUNCHEON
Noon-2 pm – Uncle Yu’s, 999 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette
17 TUE – GENERAL MEETING
Living on a Dollar a Day
9 am (Social time & Breakfast) 9:30 -11:30 am (Program)
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School St., Moraga

