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MAY LUNCHEON
Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Moraga Country Club
 1600 St. Andrews Drive

Moraga

Honoring...
• The OML Distinguished Woman of the Year

PAT LOPKER

• The AAUW Funds Branch-Named Gift Honoree

and recognizing
 • Charter/Early Members • The 2014-2015 Board

plus
• Installation of the 2015-2016 Executive Board

by Jo Harberson

11:15 am
Check-in  & Socializing (No-host Bar)

12:00 - 2:00 pm
Luncheon & Program

$33.00 per person
Reservation deadline: Friday, May 15

To obtain a reservation form, contact Kelly Claussen
or go to the OML website: oml-ca.aauw.net

UP-COMING
BRANCH EVENTS

IN ~ OUT
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, June 9

Lunch at 12, meeting to follow
~~~~~~~~~

• Outgoing board members 
bring salads 

& year-end reports
• Incoming board members 

bring desserts

AAUW NATIONALCONVENTION
JUNE 18-21 in San Diego, CA.

Lunch in the Vineyard

Spread the word about this fun-
draiser for OML Scholarships 
with your neighbors and friends 
who like wine, good food and 
friendships.

Go to the OML website for more 
info and to obtain tickets!

Raffle Opportunity
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Board Meeting Highlights – April 14 

Greeting One & All!
I hope you all have saved your AAUW Spring/Summer 2015 
Outlook magazine. The front cover shows a crowd of women, 
one with a bullhorn, and is entitled Activism Everywhere.  This 
issue is packed with information concerning Convention in San 
Diego, but more importantly information on voting.  There are several proposals 
on the ballot: Public Policy Program, five proposed bylaw amendments, and seven 
pages of info on Candidates running for National offices.  On the back page, where 
your name and address appear, please notice two numbers highlighted in yellow: 
Member ID and Voter PIN.  You will need these numbers to cast your votes!  
The Board is inviting anyone who would like to vote online to join us for a Voting 
Party at the start of the May Board Meeting at 1 PM, Tuesday, May 12th at The 
Holy Trinity Serbian Church Cultural Center.  Bring your own laptops or share 
those of Board members.  Most importantly, bring your copy of Outlook with your 
Member ID and Voting PIN!  See ya there!  

May brings with it our Gala May Luncheon.  We recognize those among us who 
have done great works; AAUW Funds Branch-Named Honoree, Recognition of 
Charter/Early Members, Recognition of the 2014-15 Board, Installation of the 
2015-16 Board, and (drumroll please) OML Distinguished Woman of the Year, 
Pat Lopker!  Reservation deadline is Friday, May 15th.  Please note change of 
venue, Moraga Country Club this year.  Thank you to Kelly Claussen for chair-
ing this event.  Don’t miss out!

Mark your calendars: Tuesday, June 9th is our IN/OUT Board meeting where 
outgoing Board members turn over their experience notebooks and impart valu-
able knowledge gleaned over the past year(s) to the incoming members.  We have 
traditionally made this a pot luck luncheon meeting; outgoing members bring salads, 
incoming members bring a dessert and I supply paper goods and beverages…I’m 
thinking champagne to end my second year!!!Thank you, All, for being a part of 
this worthwhile organization.  Together we do great things!
        Best Regards, 
       Karen Mankowski

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
RENEW YOUR AAUW 

MEMBERSHIP
By now, each OML member should have 
received a colorful packet in the mail:  
a letter from incoming OML President 
Gail Chesler with an announcement of 
the upcoming May 19 Luncheon plus a 
statement for dues and a listing of your 
interests for the fiscal year 2015/2016. 
Please fill out the membership state-
ment as soon as possible and forward 
it to Shelly Drasin, Membership Trea-
surer for the Orinda/Moraga/Lafayette 
branch.  Shelly’s address is at the top of 
the dues statement.  

Renewing your membership gives 
you the opportunity to fulfill the goals 
of AAUW with respect to equity for 
women and girls through advocacy, 
education, philanthropy and research.  
It also provides you continued receipt 
of the AAUW Triad, State and National 
publications, and information in advance 
about upcoming activities and events 
of the OML branch. The Membership 
Committee greatly appreciates your 
prompt renewal.
              Carine Archer, 
  Membership VP

There was a call for the spring meeting of the 5013C com-
mittee of AAUW-OML at which the 2015 - 2016 Board of 
Officers was read and accepted by the Board. (Go the OML 
website for the list of officers) Following acceptance, the 
committee voted to adjourn. The Spring Meeting concluded 
and the regular Board meeting continued. 

The Board voted to increase the annual fee for mailing paper 
copies of the Triad to $20 in order to cover increased costs.  The 
new membership invoice for 2015 – 2016 includes this change.
 
Our Tech Trek scholarship winners will learn what expect at 
summer camp at an ice cream social on June 5.  It will be held 
at the Miramonte Gardens Clubhouse, courtesy of resident 
and OML-AAUW member, Christine Walwyn.
 

Lana Reichick is looking for a few strong men to help lift boxes 
at the Shred Fest fundraiser on May 16.  Boy Scouts might also 
be recruited for this job.  Contact Lana if you can help.
 
Marie Bonilla reminded everyone that there is a National 
AAUW vote this year on whether or not we should eliminate 
a college degree prerequisite to membership in AAUW.  Ev-
eryone is encouraged to vote on this important matter. 
 
The Board approved sending both our incoming president, 
Gail Chesler, and our incoming president-elect, Laura Wit-
tenberg,  to the National Convention in San Diego this June.
               Judy Hammon, 
    Recording secretary
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AAUW OML Honors 10 Outstanding Local 
Women with Scholarships

On Sunday, April 19, AAUW OML honored 10 remarkable 
young women from Lamorinda schools with Tech Trek camp 
scholarships and college scholarships.  Our AAUW mission 
is to break down barriers for women and girls by promoting 
education and equity. 

Six middle school girls, passionate about science and math, 
were awarded with full scholarships to the science and math 
Tech Trek Camp that will be held on the Stanford Campus 
this July.  In addition, $5000 and $1000 community service 
scholarships were award to three high school young women 
and a $5000 graduate studies scholarship was awarded to a 
St. Mary’s College student.

Tech Trek Scholarships

Based on a new study published this year by AAUW, “Solving 
the Equation, The Variables for Women’s Success in Engineer-
ing and Computing,” in less than 10 years the United States 
will need 1.7 million more engineers.  Yet women represent 
only a small fraction of engineers today.  Women are also 
underrepresented in the computer science, chemistry, phys-
ics, and mathematics fields.  To encourage young women to 
pursue these career paths, we send girls interested in science 
and math to Tech Trek camp.  The six 2015 Tech Trek schol-
arship winners are Madeline House and April Lindblad from 
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate, Sophia Kofoed and Caroline 
Ruppert from Orinda Intermediate, and Samantha Swan and 
Madeline Wilson from Stanley Intermediate.  

These Tech Trek scholarship winners wowed the April Awards 
Ceremony attendees with their presentations describing their 
curiosity and love of science. Their interests and activities 

include curing disease, studying the universe, researching 
marine biology, solving environmental problems, engineering 
games and electronics, building robots, working with 3-D print-
ers, and computer coding. These girls will shape our future. They 
were chosen after a rigorous process of being nominated by their 
teachers, completing an application, and being interviewed by a 
team of three AAUW OML members.  Teachers nominated 44 
Lamorinda girls in total, and several teachers attended the award 
ceremony to honor the six scholarship winners.

Scholarships for High School and College Seniors
The goals of our High School and College Scholarships are 
to encourage local young women graduates who demonstrate 
academic excellence and weave a commitment to community 
service into their lives.  The average GPA for our 14 appli-
cants was 4.1. Our four awardees described their stories of 
growth and life lessons learned through community service 
to attendees at our annual celebration.

Our three high school awardees enriched their school commu-
nity by participating in tech and science clubs, athletic teams, 
and musical programs. Chabot Space and Science Museum, 
Sister 2 Sister, Benioff Children’s Hospital, Contra Costa 
Animal Shelter and Performers for Progress are local com-
munity projects that benefitted from their service.  The 2015 
AAUW –OML Scholarships were awarded to Maritza Grillo 
(Miramonte High School), Morgan Matranga (Campolindo 
High School) and Casey Everitt (Acalanes High School).

Yadira Guerrero-Garcia, a senior at St. Mary’s College, was 
awarded the Community Service Scholarship because she 
demonstrated leadership potential.  She founded the Ballet 
Folklorico Guadalupano to develop cultural awareness on cam-
pus. A member of the Santiago Community, Yadira organized 
service trips and served people through food drives, senior 
center visits, mentoring children and assisting single mothers.  

Scholarship Awardees: Yadira Guerrero Garcia, St. Mary’s, 
Maritza Grillo, Miramonte, Casey Everitt, Acalanes and Mor-
gan Matranga, Campolindo

APRIL MEETING WRAP-UP

Continued on Page 4

Tech Trek Awardees: Maddie House, April Lindblad, Maddie 
Wilson, Sam Swan, Caroline Ruppert and Sophia Kofoed
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Keynote Speaker
MJ Marggraff, commercial pilot and 
mission support for Virgin Galactic, 
inspired the scholarship winners, their 
families and friends, and the AAUW 
members with her stories of learning to 
fly, conquering her fears, and following 
her passion.  She shared what it takes 
to have the ‘New Right Stuff’ from her 
world of aviation, sub-orbital space 
flight preparation, and from recent inter-
views of astronauts from the Internation-
al Space Station (ISS).  One highlight 
of her presentation was the video taken 
of her enjoying arduous space training 
in the NASTAR flight simulator, a cen-
trifuge where she experienced 5G, five 
times the normal force of gravity.  She 
encouraged all scholarship winners to 
do what it takes to follow their dreams.  

 Submitted by:
Sandra Fox-Sohner, Tech Trek Chair
Mary Ann McLeod, Scholarship 
Chair

Continued from Page 3

(below) Checking out a virtual 
reality headset

ALAMEDA
Herbs & Spices Catering
ALAMO
Minoo’s Aesthetics 
LAFAYETTE               
Asian Accents – Original Designs in 
 Jewelry by K. de Groot*  
Creative Alterations – Josef Jamkochain 
Della Faulkner, DC    
DIABLO FOODS
Indigo & Poppy – Fine California Living 
Matthew McLeod, Realtor  –
 Dudum Real Estate Group             
Open Sesame Natural Foods
P & L Framing             
Persons Plastic & Reconstructive 
    Surgery – Barbara Persons, MD FACS            
Ware Designs – Fine Jewelry             
MORAGA 
AAAAA Rent-A-Space
home/made kitchen café & bakery             
Goodwill Industries of the Greater East Bay            
King Florist & Gifts               
National Assoc. for Advancement of                      
 Female People – Diane Bell-Rettger*  
Neighborhood Computers             
New Delhi Bistro              
Royal Siam Thai Cuisine             
ShopMORAGAfirst.com – Moraga Chamber              
Terzetto Cuisine Café                            
ViaVienté – Lana Reichick*              
ORINDA
Joan Evans* & Angie Evans Traxinger,
 Village Associates Real Estate            
Soraya Golesorkhi*, Realtor
 – Coldwell Banker         
Morrison’s Jewelers    
Redwood Cottage 
 Sea Ranch Vacation Rental – 
 Elaine Gallaher*
Piccolo Napoli   
WALNUT CREEK
Hearing Science of Walnut Creek
Maxine Christison Interior Design –                    
 Maxine Christison*             

2014-15 AAUW OML
SPONSORS/ ADVERTISERS

*AAUW members

1005 Oak Hill Road • Lafayette • Across from Millie’s Kitchen
M-F 9:30 am to 5 pm    Sat. 10 am to 5 pm          925-283-4668

10%
OFF

to OML Members
on a first time order 

up to $100

911 Moraga Road, Suite 205 • Lafayette, CA • (925) 283~4012
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Neighborhood Computers
Longtime OML directory advertiser 
Neighborhood Computers is owned by 
Grant Stubblefield, who is also our 
partner in working at the annual Tech 
Trek Shred•Fest. He worked four hours 
in heavy rain at the 2014 event, and 
will be a key figure working our 2015 
Shred•Fest on May 16th.

Grant grew up in Moraga, graduated 
Campolindo High School, and received his B.S. in Economics 
and Business Administration from Saint Mary’s College. As 
a boy, he was always helping family and friends with their 
tech challenges. 

After graduating college, he purchased Neighborhood 
Computers and has built it into a strong Moraga based 
business with six employees. NC serves both local residents 
with technology issues and small businesses, providing IT 
solutions and network total support.

If you have tech problems, need to clear viruses, speed up 
your laptop or desktop, retrieve or transfer data, or just get 
expert assistance installing home or business equipment, 
Neighborhood Computers can do it all. You can even schedule 
a short 20-minute personal consulting appointment in their 
office. 

NC provides full service tech support for small businesses; 
they can build and service new IT networks or problem solve 
existing ones. They work by appointment only – on site or 
in their office at 455 Moraga Road, Suite I, Moraga, next to 
the 5A office. 

Grant gives back to his community, too--often working the 
free electronics recycling events with 5A (first Saturday, 
every month), plus helping at our annual Shred•Fest. He also 
teaches a community class «Good Practices» for using your 
computer. Look for it through the Moraga and Orinda Park 
& Rec class offerings.

Neighborhood Computers--a valued OML advertiser and a 
great resource in our Lamorinda neighborhood. Look for their 
ad on the back cover of your OML Directory. Click or call 
for an appointment:  help@ncsupport.com or 925-377-5257.

5A Rent-A-Space 
Believers in Reduce, Reuse & Recycle
Long a believer in giving back to our communities and in 
protecting our environment, RAS Management, Inc., the 
parent company of 5A Rent-A-Space, has added solar to our 
storage facilities’ rooftops, an electric vehicle charging station 
in our Hawaii location, and each 5A site hosts Recycle Events 
several times per year.
 
Our gift for everyone who walks through every 5A office door 
is a tote bag, made of recycled material. It’s  large with pock-
ets, reusable and convenient for shopping and other purposes.
 
At 5A Foster City, we collect electronic recyclables every day 
and once each month have a major event. We share the event 
with All Green Electronics Recycling online.  

At 5A Hawaii, we have installed a shredding machine and 
provide the service to the Island of Maui. There too we have 
electronic recycling events several times a year, in partnership 
with Maui Electronics Recycling.
 
At 5A Moraga, we host electronic recycling events on the 
first Saturday each month, in partnership with Neighborhood 
Computers.  Once a year we also co-host a “Shred•Fest” in 
conjunction with AAUW. The event is a fundraiser for Tech 
Trek, to assist sending Lamorinda girls to AAUW’s science 
& math camp. This encourages young women to become 
more involved with learning about science, engineering, and 
technology and to consider careers in STEM fields.
 
At 5A Rent-A-Space we are proud to be partnered with 
AAUW and others who recycle. We believe in a sustainable 
world and taking part in these events supports that belief.

Stop into the 5A office to meet Manager 
Gloria Noggle. Thank her for support-
ing  AAUW, and don’t forget the annual 
Tech Trek Shred•Fest on Saturday, 
May 16!

Residential, Business & 
Community Storage for 

Over 40 Years

Ask for our special price,
take a tour - learn about

the benefits of storage & receive
a free gift with our compliments!

455 Moraga Rd., Suite F
(925) 631-7000

www.5Aspace.com
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24 SUN – MAY TRIAD DEADLINE
NOTE: Send items to Marty Schimbor
mgschimbor@comcast.net (this month only)

25 MON – BIKE GROUP
Contact Ellen Beans, ellen.beans@gmail

26 TUES – #5 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Patricia Bentley, 284-2936

JUNE 2015
Look for more listings in the June issue

9 TUES – IN~OUT BOARD MEETING
12 noon – Holy Trinity Cultural Center
Potluck followed by meeting

18-21 – AAUW NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Diego, CA

1 FRI – CRITICS CHOICE/BESTSELLERS 
BOOK GROUP   Pass along your book

2 SAT – INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL GROUP
Contact Ksenija Soster-Olmer for more info

4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28  – MON & THURS – TENNIS
8:15-10 am – Contact Tory Courtney, 376-1295

5 TUES – #1 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey 825-7991

7 THU – #2 BRIDGE GROUP 
Contact Virginia Semrau for more info, 283-8056

11, 25 MON – GOLF
Contact Jan Gee for t-time and venue, 938-1316

12 TUES – #3 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Joyce Dickey, 825-7991

12 TUES – BOARD MEETING
1 pm – Holy Trinity Cultural Center

15 FRI – ANYONE WHO HAS READ THE BOOK
Luncheon and Book Selection, 10:30 am, 
Location: Susan Wilson’s, 25 Waterloo Pl., Moraga
Please respond by Monday May 11. to Susan Wilson, 376-0606

15  FRI – LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES
Contact Mary Leigh Miller, 631-9694

16 SAT – SHRED FEST
9 am-1 pm – 5-A Rent-A-Space
Benefitting the OML Tech Trek Program

19 TUES – MAY LUNCHEON
Honoring Our Distinguished Woman, Pat Lopker
11:15 am - 2 pm
Moraga Country Club, 1600 St Andrews Drive, Moraga

20 WED – MEMOIRS & MUSINGS
Contact Carol Messinger 283-8741

21 THURS – #4 BRIDGE GROUP
12 noon – Jessie Doleman  826-5116

23 SAT – Memorial Service for Maryann Zivic
10:30 am – St Perpetua Church, 
3454 Hamlin Rd., Lafayette

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL 
SPECIAL INTEREST COORDINATORS:
If your group decides to meet on a different day or 
time than normal, please contact our Calendar Coor-
dinator, JEANNE MELAUGH, so she can update the 
website calendar.


